FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

FEBRUARY 15, 2011
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to the recess of February 1, 2011 at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on February 15, 2011.  The following members were present: Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, John Roper, Tom Warmka, and Greg Young Commissioners.  Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson and County Attorney Troy Timmerman were also present.                                                              

The meeting was called to order by Chair Warmka.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Roper motion carried unanimously to approve the synopsis and official proceedings of the February 1, 2011 regular meeting.
*  *  *  *  *

Loveall/Roper motion carried unanimously to approve the updated agenda of February 15, 2011.   

*  *  *  *  *

The calendar was updated.  No member of the public appeared to make comment.  
*  *  *  *  *

Sheriff Mike Gormley and Chief Deputy Scott Adams met regarding a grant received by the City of Blue Earth Fire Department for 800 megahertz radios of more than $832,000.  Radios for fire departments and ambulance services will be purchased from this grant.  The City of Blue Earth will be the fiscal agent.  Discussion was held on the overall implementation of the plan.

Loveall/Roper motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-CB-03 for the 2011 boat and water safety agreement in the amount of $1,964.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS,  that the annual county Boat and Water Safety Agreement for the County of Faribault for payment by the State of Minnesota in the amount of $1,964 for the period from January 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012, is hereby approved and that Faribault County Sheriff Mike Gormley, Chairman of the Faribault County Board of Commissioners Tom Warmka, and Faribault County Auditor John Thompson, are hereby authorized to sign said agreement between the State of Minnesota, acting by and through the Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources and the County of Faribault.
Groskreutz/Roper to approve Federal Emergency Management Act (FEMA) reimbursement grant and authorize the chair and auditor to sign.

*  *  *  *  *

Roper/Young motion carried unanimously to approve the request of C. Anderson and E. Bromeland to attend a 4-day APCO/NENA 911 communication conference in Alexandria; J. McDonald to a one-day Transportation Day at the Capital in St. Paul.
*  *  *  *  *

Tax Clerk Lorrie Krosch met regarding auditor/treasurer’s office business.
Roper/Young motion carried unanimously to approve an SSTS loan of $9,185.56 to Dan and Shellie Poetter on Parcel No. 02.013.0902 in Blue Earth Township.

*  *  *  *  *

Committee reports were given.  Loveall reported on the Region 9 Economic Development Agency meeting.  Roper reported on RC & D.
*  *  *  *  *

Soil and Water/Planning and Zoning Program Administrator Michele Stindtman met regarding office business.  Discussion was held regarding the 50 foot buffer strips on public waters.
Loveall/Young motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-PZ02-04 to establish development agreements for projects within Faribault County for wind energy projects.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.

R E S O L U T I O N 
Whereas,  the Faribault County Board of Commissioners encourages the development of wind energy in Faribault County and,
Whereas,  the Faribault County Board of Commissioners has determined that construction projects of this type may affect  infrastructure including roads, bridges and drainage system and also impact essential services including emergency services and planning, and
Whereas, it is the duty of the Board of Commissioners to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of Faribault County,
Be it Resolved that the Faribault County Board of Commissioners hereby requires that Developers enter into a Development Agreement as drafted by County Staff to ensure that the development is consistent with the existing Policies and Ordinances of Faribault County, that all final permit approvals will be in the best interests of the citizens of Faribault County, and
Be it Further Resolved that the Faribault County Board of Commissioners resolve that a Road Use and Repair Agreement and a Public Drainage System Protection Agreement be part of the Development Agreement to ensure the protection of the County’s transportation infrastructure and drainage system.
Discussion was held regarding hiring a legal firm to advise staff on planning and zoning items.

Loveall/Young motion carried unanimously to retain Ratwik, Roszak, & Maloney, P.A. of Minneapolis at a yearly cost of $3,600 to advise the county on planning and zoning issues.

Roper/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to table the previous motion until copies of an agreement are presented.

Discussion was held regarding the permit to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency by Buffalo Lake Energy, LLC to construct a pipeline to the Blue Earth River.

*  *  *  *  *

Veteran Services Officer David Hanson met regarding office business.

Hanson explained some of the duties of his office.  A grant was received from Minnesota Veterans Affairs for $6,000.  The grant will be used for a computer for veteran outreach website and pamphlets.
Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-CB-05 entering into a grant contract with the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs to conduct the County Veterans Service Office Enhancement grant program.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N
BE IT RESOLVED that the County enter into a grant contract with the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs to conduct the County Veterans Service Office enhancement grant program.  This grant must be used to enhance the operations of the CountyVeterans Service Office under Minnesota Statutes 197.608 Subd. 4(a), and should not be used to supplant or replace other funding.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Faribault County Veterans Service Officer will be authorized to execute the grant contract for the above-mentioned program on behalf of Faribault County.
Hanson informed the Board that $5,279.29 in flood relief was received by veterans in 2010.  Other grants were received directly by the veterans through the help of the USO office.  Homelessness of veterans was discussed.  An update on the Bronze Star cemetery holders was discussed.  The program is short over $800 to provide the markers.  Hanson asked the press to help spread the work that donations are being accepted for the project.

*  *  *  *  *

Central Service Director Brenda Ripley met regarding office business.

Roper/Young motion carried unanimously to hire Gertrude Johnson of Blue Earth as an appraiser in the Assessors office effective March 7, 2011.

Roper/Young motion carried unanimously to hire Tyler Stallman of Blue Earth as park caretaker at Woods Lake Park in the Public Works Department effective February 15, 2011.

Ripley reported that Wi-Fi was available in the courthouse.

*  *  *  *  *

Extension Regional Director Nathan Crane, 4-H Coordinator Donna Leff, and Food Nutritionist Specialist Sara Smith met regarding office business.  Leff gave a 4-H update.  Sara Smith was introduced as the Food Nutritionist Specialist that will be replacing June Sorenson. 
*  *  *  *  *

Loveall/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to appoint Janet Peterson of Bricelyn to the Library Board for her third term ending December 31, 2013.
*  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held regarding a letter drafted by Commissioner Loveall regarding the proposed Buffalo Lake Energy pipeline.
Young/Roper motion carried unanimously to authorize sending a letter signed by all commissioners regarding the proposed Buffalo Lake Energy pipeline to political leaders, water quality groups, and state energy groups.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Young motion carried unanimously to bring forth the tabled issue of retention of Ratwik, Roszak, & Maloney, P.A.

Young/Groskreutz motion carried to approve a one-year agreement to retain Ratwik, Roszak, & Maloney, P.A. of Minneapolis at a cost of $3,600 to advise the county on planning and zoning issues.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Warmka, and Young voted yes.  Commissioner Roper voted no.
*  *  *  *  *

Directed Auditor/Treasurer John Thompson to coordinate a special meeting with Ratwik, Roszak, & Maloney regarding the Buffalo Lake Energy proposed pipeline.

Set Friday, February 25, 2011 at 1:00 p.m. for a special meeting to discuss possible action on the proposed pipeline.

*  *  *  *  *

Roper/Young motion carried unanimously to pay bills totaling $333,319.16 as follows:

COUNTY REVENUE FUND
$ 117,547.48

PUBLIC WORKS FUND
57,586.61

HUMAN SERVICES FUND
156,301.00

COUNTY LIBRARY FUND
628.00

NON REVENUE/DISB AGENCY FUND
83.76


DITCH FUNDS
       1,172.31


$ 333,319.16
*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned for February 2011.                          

_____________________________        ______________________________________                                                              

Tom Warmka, Chairman   
                      John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator 
02-15-11
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