
FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

MARCH 17, 2011
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners held a public meeting to consider a mortorium on commercial, industrial and manufacturing pipelines, that are not essential services, that discharge waste waters into protected waters of the state within Faribault at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 1:00 p.m. on March 17, 2011.  The following members were present: Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, John Roper, and Tom Warmka Commissioners.  Commissioner Greg Young was absent.  Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson and County Attorney Troy Timmerman were also present.                                                            

The meeting was called to order by Chair Warmka.

*  *  *  *  *

County Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson state the reason for the meeting.  Thompson also read the proposed resolution.
*  *  *  *  *

The public hearing was opened.  Twenty-one people were in attendance.
Rich Yabroff from BioFuel Energy stated that the Buffalo Lake Energy project would not have a negative effect on the river.  Stated that testing has been done to support his contention.

Loren Lein of Blue Earth spoke in favor of the moratorium.  Lein stated he had 700 signatures on a petition.

Blue Earth City Administrator Kathy Bailey stated that the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) regulates pipelines for the city and that the moratorium may affect the process which the city uses.  County Attorney Troy Timmerman verified that the language in the interim ordinance makes it not applicable to cities or agriculture.
Ardys Grimmelman of Blue Earth questioned the necessity of the pipeline.

Sherwood Krosch of Elmore spoke on the quality of the Blue Earth River as a fishery and in opposition of pipelines.

The public hearing was closed.

*  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held clarifying that the moratorium would not affect essential services on agricultural drainainge.  County Attorney Troy Timmerman verified that this moratorium would not be applicable to cities or agriculture.

Loveall/Roper motion carried unanimously to adopt Resolution 11-CB-09 for an interim ordinance placing a moratorium on the issuance of permits for and the establishment of commercial, industrial and manufacturing operations or activities, including pipelines that are not an essential service, that discharge waste waters into protected waters of the state, and prohibiting their location within the county while the moratorium is in effect.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, and Warmka voted yes.  Commissioner Young was absent.
R E S O L U T I O N

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Faribault County, Minnesota, as follows:

1. The Board of Commissioners of Faribault County hereby approves and adopts the attached Faribault County Interim Ordinance.

Section 1
PURPOSE AND INTENT

The County Board finds that an interim ordinance placing a moratorium on the location and establishment of commercial, industrial or manufacturing operations or activities, including discharge pipelines, that discharge waste waters into protected  waters of the State is necessary to protect the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the citizens of the community; and

The County Board finds that an interim ordinance placing a moratorium on the location and establishment of commercial, industrial or manufacturing operations or activities, including discharge pipelines, that discharge waste waters into protected waters of the State is necessary in order to permit the planning process to take place and to allow County staff, the Planning Commission, and the County Board to proceed in an orderly fashion to adopt permanent Zoning Ordinance provisions regulating this land use.

Section 2
AUTHORITY

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to that authority granted in Minn. Stat. § 394.34, entitled “Interim Zoning.”

Section 3
DEFINITIONS

The County Board hereby directs County staff to study and prepare Zoning Ordinance provisions regulating commercial, industrial or manufacturing operations or activities, including discharge pipelines, that discharge waste waters into protected waters of the State and to schedule a public hearing before the Planning Commission within one hundred eighty (180) days of the effective date of this Interim Ordinance.  County staff is further directed to report the results of their studies and recommendations along with the recommendations of the Planning Commission as soon as the Planning Commission has completed its hearings and recommendations.

Section 4
VIOLATION

The County may enforce any provision of this Ordinance by mandamus injunction or other appropriate civil remedy in any court of competent jurisdiction.

Section 5
SEVERABILITY

Every section, provision, or part of this Ordinance is declared severable from every other section, provision, or part thereof to the extent that if any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not invalidate any other section, provision, or part thereof.

This Ordinance shall be in effect for a period of one year from the date hereof.

*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned for March 2011.                          

_____________________________        ______________________________________                                                              

Tom Warmka, Chairman   
                      John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator 
03-17-11
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