
FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

OCTOBER 18, 2011
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to the recess of October 4, 2011 at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on October 18, 2011.  The following members were present: Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, John Roper, Tom Warmka, and Greg Young Commissioners.  Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson and County Attorney Troy Timmerman were also present.                                                              

The meeting was called to order by Chair Warmka.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

*  *  *  *  *

Young/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve the synopsis and official proceedings of the October 4, 2011 regular meeting.
*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Roper motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda of October 18, 2011.   

*  *  *  *  *

The calendar was updated.   
Committee reports were given.  Young reported on Big Blue Wind Farm and Prairieland contract; Roper reported on Highway 169 committee; Loveall reported on Interfaith Caregivers meeting, and personnel meetings;  Groskreutz reported on personnel meetings, Minnesota Valley Action Council, and public health conference; and Warmka reported on the Association of Minnesota Counties board of directors meeting.
*  *  *  *  *

Roper/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve request of M. Purvis to attend a one-day Corner House training in Minneapolis; D. Babcock, M. Durkee,  and J. Franzen to attend a one-day recertification, Construction site management training in Mankato;  J. Anderson, J. Duit, T. Heenan, and M. Lacher to attend a one-day MJPS fall conference in Andover; and D. Killion to attend a one-day PictureLink user conference in St. Cloud.
*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Roper motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-CB-41 setting a solid waste market price of $34 - $35 per ton.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, the Minnesota solid waste management tax requires political subdivisions to identify by resolution a market price if the political subdivision:

a. Subsidizes the cost of service at a facility; or

b. Directly bills on a property tax statement for organized collection of


municipal solid waste

WHEREAS, the political subdivision will be liable for any solid waste management tax based only on the market price amount identified through the resolution.

WHEREAS, the market price is identified in the state statute as the lowest price available in the area;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Faribault County Board declares a market price of $34 - $35 per ton for a facility, based on a tipping fee amount of $26.50 per ton at the Dickenson County Landfill and additional transportation costs.
*  *  *  *  *

Central Services Director Brenda Ripley met regarding office business.

Groskreutz/Roper motion carried unanimously to hire Mark Wallin of Alden for the Maintenance Man I position in the Public Works Department effective October 24, 2011.

*  *  *  *  *

Tax Clerk Lorrie Bosma met regarding SSTS business.

Loveall/Young motion carried unanimously to approve an SSTS loan of $8,125.64 to Greg and Dawn Flaskerud on Parcel No. 11.021.2200.

*  *  *  *  *

Soil and Water/Planning and Zoning Program Administrator Michele Stindtman and David Martin met regarding a conditional use permit approved by the Planning and Zoning Board for David Martin.
Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-PZ06-42 granting a conditional use permit for a feedlot in Barber Township for David Martin.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS,  according to the Faribault County Zoning Ordinance, the applicant is required to apply for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) upon receiving an approved feedlot application from the MN Pollution Control Agency for a feedlot permit over 1,000 animal units.  This approval was received on August 29, 2011. 

The site will continue to be under the 2,000 animal unit cap as per the Faribault County Feedlot Ordinance. 

The feedlot will be located in the A-2 General Agriculture District at the following described property.

Northeast Quarter (NE¼) of the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼), Section Eleven (11), Township One Hundred Three (103) North, Range Twenty-six (26) West, Barber Township, Faribault County, Minnesota.
WHEREAS,
the Planning Commission finds:

a. That the proposed use meets the standards of the current Zoning Ordinance including this use, and is allowed with a Conditional Use Permit in the designated zoning district in which it is proposed;

b. That the conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminish and impair property values within the immediate vicinity, and is compatible with the existing neighborhood;

c. That the establishment of the conditional use will not impede on the normal and orderly development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area, conforms to the comprehensive land use plan of the county;

d. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary facilities have been or are being provided;

e. The proposed use will not have an effect on the environment including impacts on  groundwater, surface water, and air quality, or on existing natural historic, or scenic views of features in the surrounding neighborhood;

f. The use is of the same general character as other conditional uses in the A-2 Agriculture District and will not be detrimental to the general health and welfare of the county.

g. That proper facilities are provided which would eliminate any traffic congestion or traffic hazard  which may result from the proposed use.

h. That adequate disposal measures are in place if this request allows for the storage of materials.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Faribault County Board of Commissioners approve the Conditional Use Permit for David Martin for a feedlot permit over 1,000 animal units in the A-2 General Agriculture District with the following conditions:

1. A Maintenance Fee of $50.00 every two years shall be paid as long as the Conditional Use is in effect starting October 11, 2013.

2. It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that all MN Statutes and MN Rules in regard to the management and operation of the permitted feedlot are in place and being adhered to.

3. Construction of the proposed 102’ x 193’ hog facility be constructed within 2 years (October 11, 2013).

This CUP only authorized the construction of the facility which are specified in the submitted plans and application.
*  *  *  *  *

Soil and Water/Planning and Zoning Program Administrator Michele Stindtman and Resource Conservation Technician John Meyer met regarding drainage issues.
*  *  *  *  *

Roper/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve the following financial institutions as depositories of funds for Faribault County for a one-year period:  First Bank of Blue Earth, Wells Fargo Bank, First Financial Bank of Winnebago, State Bank of Bricelyn, Alliance Bank, Pioneer Bank, and State Bank of Easton.
*  *  *  *  *

Roper/Loveall motion carried unanimously to authorize Cargill Inc. to demolish the fertilizer plant at the Cargill elevator site in Elmore.
*  *  *  *  *

Public Works Director John McDonald met to discuss office business.  A construction update was given.

Young/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to authorize the board chair and the Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator to sign the development agreements and to approve a change in the length of time the security must be in place in the Development Agreement with Big Blue Wind Farm LLC from five years to two years after completion of the agreement.
*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was closed to discuss labor strategy and personnel issue.  Present were Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young; Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson; Central Services Director Brenda Ripley; and Attorney Troy Timmerman.
Meeting was re-opened.

*  *  *  *  *

A public hearing was held for a park upgrade grant.  No member of the public appeared to make comment.
Groskreutz/Roper motion carried unanimously to adopt Resolution 11-CB-43 to act as legal sponsor for the project contained in the Park Legacy Application from the Department of Natural Resources.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N
BE IT RESOLVED,  that Faribault County act as legal sponsor for the project contained in the Park Legacy Application to be submitted on October 31, 2011 and the Faribault County Public Works Director is hereby authorized to apply to the Department of Natural Resources for funding of this project on behalf of Faribault County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Faribault County has the legal authority to apply for financial assistance, and financial capability to meet the match requirement and ensure adequate construction, operation, maintenance and replacement of the proposed project for its design life.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Faribault County has not incurred any development costs described on Item 5b and has not entered into a written purchase agreement to acquire the property described on Item 5a.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, upon approval of its application by the state, Faribault County may enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota for the above referenced project, and that Faribault County certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in the grant agreement including dedicating the park property for uses consistent with the funding grant program into perpetuity.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that the Faribault County Public Works Director is hereby authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary to implement the project on behalf of the applicant.

Discussion was held on funding the 10% county match.  There is a possibility that rates could be increased to cover the local match.

*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was closed to further discuss labor strategy.  Present were Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young; Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson; Central Services Director Brenda Ripley; and Attorney Troy Timmerman.
Loveall/Young motion carried unanimously to set the county contribution for 2012 benefits at $786 paid toward the $5,000 deductible plan and $655 paid toward the $3,000 and $1,000 deductible plans.
*  *  *  *  *

Roper/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to pay bills totaling $324,664.86 as follows:

COUNTY REVENUE FUND
$ 76,228.75

PUBLIC WORKS FUND
36,161.88

HUMAN SERVICES FUND
156,301.00

COUNTY LIBRARY FUND
15.20


DITCH FUNDS
       55,958.03


$ 324,664.86
*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned for October 2011.                          

_____________________________        ______________________________________                                                              

Tom Warmka, Chairman                         John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator                       
10-18-11
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