FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

JANUARY 3, 2012
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met as the Drainage Authority on January 3, 2012 at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 11:30 a.m. on January 13, 2012.  The following members were present: Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, John Roper, Tom Warmka, and Greg Young Commissioners.  Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson and County Ditch Inspector John Meyer also present.                                                              

The meeting was called to order by Chair Roper.

.*  *  *  *  *
Updates on various projects were given by Ditch Inspector John Meyer.
Tom Loveall reviewed a meeting with Tim Steier on a potential retention project on land that is currently enrolled in CRP.  Several issues must be resolved before the project could be approved.  The issue of who would pay for engineering and the proper procedure were discussed and other funding mechanisms were discussed.

*  *  *  *  *
No bids on the tile camera were received. It will be set up at the contractor’s meeting in February. 

*  *  *  *  *
Young/Loveall motion carried unanimously to set land easement and purchase price at $6,200 per acre for 2012.
*  *  *  *  *

Young/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to set crop damages at $800 per acre for 2012.

*  *  *  *  *

A repair in Barber Township, section 13 was discussed. It appears a location suitable for grass strips.  This could be approved before a redetermination of benefits is completed and also resloping of the banks.   No action was taken but the issue will be discussed in the future. 
*  *  *  *  *

The ditch policy will be reviewed on an annual basis.
*  *  *  *  *

Repair procedures were discussed.  Standard operating procedure will be to have contractor send bills to John Meyer.  This will be a topic for contractor’s meeting in February.
*  *  *  *  *

The contractor’s meeting will be held on February 21st at 1:00 p.m.
*  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on storing drainage tile sticks at a local location to avoid costly contractor fees.  Various options were discussed. John Meyer will investigate further.  
*  *  *  *  *

A meeting with Kurt Deter and DNR officials will be set up sometime this winter to discuss DNR’s involvement with public waters and drainage systems and recent issues on County Ditch 80.  

*  *  *  *  *

Updates on projects on the following projects were discussed;   

· Judicial Ditch 16,  tile fixed without approval

· CD 14, contractor crushing tile at present time

· CD43, CR 17 project, PWD will be completing this job at their cost.
· CD14,  Ed Kolstad parcel in section 14 of Blue Earth Township.  Will wait for      redetermination and repair petition.

· JD 7, engineer hired to draft legal description for easement off of Highway 169.

· JD6, possible abandonment of tile if owners agree.  More information will be obtained from landowners.

*  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the purchase or rental of ATV for full year.  Meyer presented several options.  No decision was made at this time.
*  *  *  *  *

Young/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve repair on County Ditch 20 in section 8 of Walnut Lake Township to clean ditch with a repair cost in excess of $15,000. 

*  *  *  *  *

Meyer reported that Jeff Moore will be going back to County Ditch 5 on 110th Street.

*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned.                          

_____________________________        ______________________________________                                                              

John Roper, Chairman       
                      John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator 
01-03-12
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