
FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

FEBRUARY 21, 2012
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to the recess of February 7, 2012 at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on February 21, 2012.  The following members were present: Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, John Roper, Tom Warmka, and Greg Young Commissioners.  Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson and County Attorney Troy Timmerman were also present.                                                              

The meeting was called to order by Chair Roper.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve the synopsis and official proceedings of the February 7, 2012 regular meeting.
*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda of February 21, 2012.   

*  *  *  *  *

The calendar was updated.  No member of the public appeared to make comment.  
*  *  *  *  *

Committee reports were given.  Warmka reported on Association of Minnesota Counties board meeting; Young reported on MNDOT vision meeting; Loveall reported on Region 9; Groskreutz reported on Minnesota River Board executive meeting and transit meeting; Roper reported on Resource Conservation and Development Council meeting.
*  *  *  *  *

Central Services Director Brenda Ripley met regarding office business.

Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to accept the resignation of Brenda Harpestad in the Adult Probation office effective March 30, 2012.
*  *  *  *  *

Veteran Services Officer David Hanson met regarding office business.  The Faribault County Veterans van policy was reviewed.
Warmka/Young motion carried unanimously to approve the Faribault County Veterans van policy.

*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 12-CB-10 opposing the closing of the Waseca County Farm Service Agency office.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, the Waseca County Board of Commissioners were notified in January 2012 of the potential consolidation and closure of the Waseca County Farm Service Agency (FSA) office; and 

WHEREAS, the Waseca County FSA office is in the top 20% of visitation numbers among all FSA offices in Minnesota and is visited annually by 900 farmers with an average of six visits per year; and   

WHEREAS, Waseca County, and all of south central Minnesota, rely heavily on agriculture and agricultural related businesses for improving and sustainable economic growth; and 

WHEREAS, Waseca County has worked tirelessly to support and remove barriers to successful and sustainable agricultural processes through the use of funding, ordinances, and policies, including participation in the Minnesota Agriculture Land Preservation Program; and 

WHEREAS, the Waseca County FSA office provides a valuable resource for local farmers in need of funding, emergency assistance, or who are beginning or socially disadvantaged, and 

WHEREAS, visits to the Waseca County FSA office from local farmers help support the local community by providing opportunities for patronage to locally owned and/or small businesses; and 

WHEREAS, it is recognized that all levels of government must work to streamline and become more efficient in their activities; but this must not result in hardship to those currently utilizing the services of the FSA or the communities which they serve.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Faribault County fully supports Waseca County’s efforts to request that US Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack reconsider the consolidation and closure of the Farm Service Agency office in Waseca County.
*  *  *  *  *

Tax Clerk Lori Bosma met regarding SSTS business.
Loveall/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve a $6,377.66 SSTS loan to Jerome Roiger of Winnebago on Parcel No. 18.003.0900.
*  *  *  *  *

Soil and Water/Planning and Zoning Program Administrator Michele Stindtman met regarding office business.  The county Comprehensive Land Use plan was discussed.  Region 9 will be submitting a proposal at the March 20, 2012 meeting.  Proposal may be to have cities participate in a “county wide” planning effort.
Discussion was held regarding the pipeline moratorium.  The planning commission, based on recommendation of land use attorney and county attorney, is seeking a one year extension under present statute due to the difficulty in drafting an ordinance that no other county has drafted statewide.  The board will consider the matter at the March 6, 2012 regular meeting.

It was reported that the Re-invest In Minnesota (RIM) buffer program letters went out to landowners on County Ditch 8.

Big Blue wind farm update was given.

*  *  *  *  *

Public Works Director John McDonald met regarding office business.

Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to set April 12, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. for bid letting for paving of County Roads 16, 30, and 59 (Walters). 

*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve training request of R. Perrizo to attend a three-day MN County Highway Accountants conference in Bemidji; S. Determan to attend a one-day data practices training in Faribault; J. Anderson and G. Wells to attend a three-day Mn Jail Programs conference in Alexandria; and L. Atzenhoefer, A. Huston, and B. Sonnickson to attend a two-day Mn Sheriff Assoc. jail academy at Camp Ripley.
*  *  *  *  *

Economic Development Coordinator Linsey Warmka of Faribault County Development Corporation and Chuck Pettipiece of Pettipiece and Associates, LLC of Mankato met regarding Small Cities Development Grant.  Changes in HUD rules have tightened the service area.  A proposal for four cities only may be eligible.  They suggested Minnesota Lake, Elmore, Bricelyn, and Kiester.  Other rule changes may make grants more difficult to obtain.
Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried to authorize Faribault County Economic Development Authority and Pettipiece and Associates to proceed with surveys in the cities of Elmore, Minnesota Lake, Bricelyn, and Kiester to assess the need for a grant.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.  Commissioner Loveall voted no.

Young/Warmka motion carried unanimously to set March 20, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. for a hearing to discuss the Small Cities Development grant application for Faribault County and the cities of Elmore, Minnesota Lake, Bricelyn, and Kiester.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to pay bills totaling $681,318.26 as follows:

COUNTY REVENUE FUND
$ 55,898.94

PUBLIC WORKS FUND
421,700.34

HUMAN SERVICES FUND
156,801.00


DITCH FUNDS
       46,917.98


$ 681,318.26
*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned for February 2012.                          

_____________________________        ______________________________________                                                              

John Roper, Chairman       
                      John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator 
02-21-12
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