FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
DRAINAGE AUTHORITY MEETING
MARCH 6, 2012
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met at the Faribault County Ag Center in the City of Blue Earth as the Faribault County Drainage Authority pursuant to recess of regular session at 1:00 p.m. on March 6, 2012.  The following members were present: Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, John Roper, Tom Warmka, and Greg Young Commissioners.  Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson and Drainage Inspector John Meyer were also present.                                                              

The meeting was called to order by Chair Roper.

*  *  *  *  *

Meyer reported that quotes on the Judicial Ditch No. 7 buffer strip were received.

Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to accept the quote from Customized Landscape of Blue Earth of $178.49 per acre for planting of buffer strip on Judicial Ditch No. 7 F&M for land within Faribault County.  One other quote was received from Weerts Construction of Winnebago for $230 per acre plus $250 mobilization charge.
*  *  *  *  *

The Drainage Authority meeting was recessed in order to convene the meeting of the Joint Drainage Board of Judicial Ditch No. 7 F&M.
*  *  *  *  *

The meeting of the Joint Drainage Board of Judicial Ditch No. 7 F&M was called to order.  The following members were present:  Faribault County Commissioners John Roper, Tom Loveall, and Greg Young; Martin County Commissioners Jack Potter and Elliot Belgard.  Duane Hansel of Bolton & Menk, Inc. and the project engineer also attended.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss bids received on the Improvement of Branch AA of Judicial Ditch No. 7 M&F.  Hansel reported that bids were opened on March 1, 2012.

Loveall/Potter motion carried unanimously to accept the bid from Wencl Construction of Owatonna in the amount of $223,974.00 upon the engineer’s recommendation.  Other bids received were:  $259,331.17 from Rhenelt Excavating, $259,331.17; $259,595.00 from Selly Excavating, Inc.; $280,047.00 from Civil Ag Group; $280,338.87 from Heselton Construction, LLC; $303,557.00 from Hodgman Drainage Co. Inc.; $307,696.25 from Rogens Brothers; $319,831.20 from Holtmeier Construction Inc.; $335,194.46 from Brunz Construction Company; $377,576.00 from Mathowetz Construction Co.; and $379,323.60 from Partners Custom Homes.  The engineer’s estimate was $215,000.

The Joint Drainage Board meeting was adjourned.   

*  *  *  *  *

The Faribault County Drainage Authority meeting was re-convened.

*  *  *  *  *

Meyer reported that Ken Haase has requested to have an intake removed in County Ditch #52.  The consensus of the authority was to delay a decision until the redetermination that is in process is completed to see if other action is warranted or desired by the system.

Meyer reported that Ken Haase also requested an intake on the south side of County Road 4 be removed.  As this was not a system intake no action was necessary.

*  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the possible implementation of grass strips on CD No. 3, CD No. 70, and CD No. 10 before a redetermination was ordered and completed.  This would be done to address issues in several areas where grass buffer strips could improve drainage, reduce erosion, and reduce maintenance costs.

*  *  *  *  *

Meyer reported that Cues Inc. had presented a quote for a push camera in the amount of $10,000.  A pole camera would cost $14,285.00.  Upgrading the present camera would cost more than $20,000 with an additional $4,115 if a steering option was added.  Consensus was not to upgrade or buy the camera at this time.
*  *  *  *  *

It was reported that Empire Pipe Service had viewed JD 4 at a cost of $0.65 per foot.  Discussion was held regarding the situation.  There appears to have been repair and/or improvements done to the main tile line that was not authorized or made part of the system’s files.  Hearings could be held to establish certain lines as the official lines and abandon other lines.  No action was taken at this time.

*  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held regarding the Contractor’s meeting held in February.

*  *  *  *  *

The county is still waiting on Bolton and Menk for a legal description for an easement on County Ditch 41.
*  *  *  *  *

Young/Warmka motion carried unanimously to accept the rate of $32.59 an acre for spraying ditches in 2012 from Terryjon Aviation Inc.

*  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held regarding the possible ditch system crossings when MnDOT reconstructs State Highway 109 in 2012 and 2013.  Discussion included having Meyer discuss a crossing used by snowmobilers and the need for a safer crossing.
*  *  *  *  *

Young/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to purchase a grade laser not to exceed $3,000.

*  *  *  *  *

The 2012 inspection schedule was presented by Meyer.

*  *  *  *  *

Young/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve the lease of a Gator from Detke Morbac of Blue Earth for approximately $180 per month.

*  *  *  *  *

Young/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve a payment to Empire Pipe Service in the amount of $3,069.45 for work done on Judicial Ditch No. 4 M&F in Jo Daviess Township.

*  *  *  *  *

The Faribault County Drainage Authority was adjourned for March 2012.

*  *  *  *  *

The Faribault County Board of Commissioner’s meeting was recessed to March 20, 2012.                          

_____________________________        ______________________________________                                                              

John Roper, Chairman       
                      John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator 
03-06-12
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