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FARIBAULT COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

DRAINAGE AUTHORITY MEETING 
OCTOBER 2, 2012 

 
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met at the Faribault County Ag Center in the City 
of Blue Earth as the Faribault County Drainage Authority pursuant to recess of regular session at 
1:00 p.m. on October 2, 2012.  The following members were present: Bill Groskreutz, Tom 
Loveall, John Roper, Tom Warmka, and Greg Young Commissioners.  County 
Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson, Soil and Water/Planning and Zoning Program 
Administrator Michele Stindtman, Drainage Inspector John Meyer, and Drainage Engineer 
Technician Joe Mutschler were also present.                                                                
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair John Roper. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Young/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve minutes from September 4, 2012 
drainage authority meeting.   
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Warmka/Young motion carried unanimously to approve the October 2, 2012 agenda.   
 

*  *  *  *  * 
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Young/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve the following projects: 
 
 
 
Ditch Typ

e 
Co
m
m 
Dis
t 

Init 
Date 

Twp Se
c 

Qtr Land 
owner 

Problem Project Summary Contractor Est. 
Cost 

Est. 
App 
Date 

 Cost Pay 
ment 
due 
date 

CD 
26 

ditch 1 8/1/10 Blue 
Earth 

24  Nimz old project not finished-
paid @14,893 ,8-2012 

Remove all 
debris/stumps for 
buffer 

Ag 
Specialties 

           
$10,000  

10/2/
2012 

  

JD 
514 

ditch 2 8/4/12 JoDavi
ess 

35 NE4 Steve Lawrence Beaver dam trap/remove Jeff Moore  T/M  10/2/
2012 

  

JD 4 
FM 

tile 2 5/1/12 JoDavi
ess 

7  Stensland sink hole in RR ROW/trees repair     Jeff Moore  T/M  10/2/
2012 

  

JD 4 
FM 

tile 2 9/28/12 JoDavi
ess 

7  Stensland natural settling after repair 
of tile 

wait for landowner to 
tile field 

Jeff Moore  T/M  10/2/
2012 

  

CD 
50 

tile 2 10/1/12 Verona  28 SW4
-
NW
4 

Dwight Olson 2 sink holes repair Osmundson  T/M  10/2/
2012 

  

JD 
19F 

tile 2 9/28/12 JoDavi
ess 

32-33-34 multiple 5 county tile outlets 
causing band erosion 

repair Osmundson  T/M  10/2/
2012 

  

CD 
43 

tile 4 9/4/12 Lura 33 NE Maurey 
Schimek 

Crop damages from tile 
project 

GPS staff                
$500  

10/2/
2012 

$448 10/5/
2012 

CD 
23 

ditch 4 6/1/12 Winn 8  Mike Becker Trees/brush in ditch need inspection and 
estimate 

staff  10/2/
2012 

  

JD 1F ditch 4 9/28/12 Prescot
t 

1 NE4
-SE4 

Nial Bessinger Al Yonkavich producer, 
side inlet poor 

regrade landscape Osmundson 
Const 

 T/M  10/2/
2012 

  

JD 2F tile 4 9/28/12 Barber 19 NW
4-
SW4 

Chuck 
Stevermer 

sink hole along hwy 13 in 
field 

inspect and repair Osmundson 
Const 

 T/M  10/2/
2012 
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Warmka/Young motion carried unanimously to pay bills totaling $42,269.94 as follows: 
 
 
Ditch Branch Comm 

Dist 
Twp Sec Landowner Repair Type Description Claimant Vendor 

# 
Amount 

All  1, 2, 3, 
4, 5 

All   Ditch Other Aerial Spraying of Ditches Teryjon Aviation, Inc. 0 34087.87 

CD14 Main 1 Blue 
Earth 

15 Mathews Ditch Other Spray Trees Customized Landscape 2984 143.21 

CD43 Main 4 Lura 33 Maurice 
Schimek 

Tile Other Crop Damages - 0.56 AC Schimek, Maurice 0 448.00 

CD8 Main 1 Blue 
Earth 

23 Doug, Roger 
Nimz 

Ditch Culvert/
Crossing 

 Metal Culverts Inc. 0 7038.36 

JD6F Main 4 Barber 32 Paul Prescher Ditch Clean 
Out 

50' Osmundson Construction 4299 552.50 

            

         TOTAL   $42,269.94 
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*  *  *  *  * 
 
Discussion was held regarding policy issues.  A provision requiring the joint ditch system to 
advertise for bids on projects over $25,000 was discussed.  Discussion was held on the $15,000 
limit that each commissioner and the drainage inspector were given to approve projects in 
advance of the next meeting of the drainage authority.  Consensus was to allow the Ditch 
Inspector the authority to approve the projects after notifying the commissioner of the district in 
which the repair is made by email and phone.  If the commissioner cannot be reached, a different 
commissioner should be notified.  Drainage issues should be brought up at the monthly drainage 
authority meetings and not the regular county board meeting. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson will contact Kurt Deter about issues involving 
the replacement of culverts in the system and the liability of the Drainage Authority in 
maintaining system crossing on private land. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Young/Warmka motion carried unanimously to allow the installation of tile on CD26 Branch A 
Improvement using the spoon method with a $5,000 reduction in the contract. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Directed the Drainage Inspector to obtain an estimate of tree removal on JCD 514 and report 
back to the Drainage Authority 
  

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Drainage Inspector John Meyer informed board that new buffer strips would be mowed in the 
summer to control weeds and overplanting by producers.  Consensus of board was to adopt this 
as policy. 
  

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Discussion was held regarding the violation letters that were sent in September, how to add 
certain weeds to the eradicate and control list, status of redeterminations, maintenance 
agreements, and drainage work group meetings. 
  

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Discussion was held regarding the rental or purchase of survey equipment to survey drainage 
systems and the possiblity of applying the $3,000 rental fee toward the purchase of the 
equipment. 
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Young/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to authorize the rental of the survey equipment 
for a trial period to survey drainage systems and negotiate the terms. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
The Faribault County Drainage Authority was adjourned for October 2012. 
 
The Faribault County Board of Commissioner’s meeting was recessed to October 16, 2012 
  
 
_____________________________        ______________________________________                                                               
John Roper, Chairman                             John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator  


