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FARIBAULT COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 15, 2013 
 
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to the recess of January 2, 2013 at 
the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on January 15, 2013.  The following 
members were present: Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, John Roper, Tom Warmka, and Greg 
Young Commissioners.  Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson and County Attorney 
Troy Timmerman were also present.                                                               
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Young. 
 
The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve the synopsis and official 
proceedings of the December 18, 2012 and January 2, 2013 regular meetings. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Roper/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda of January 15, 2013.    
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
The calendar was updated.  Glen Frandle of Frost appeared during public comment regarding 
CD26A.   
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Economic Development Coordinator Linsey Warmka met regarding Economic Development 
Agency business. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Central Services Director Brenda Ripley met regarding office business. 
 
Groskreutz/Roper motion carried unanimously to accept the resignation of Brenda Ripley as 
Central Services Director effective June 21, 2013. 
 
Discussion was held regarding transit fees.  Transit Program Coordinator Bonita Zimmer also 
attended. 
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Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried to amend the fee schedule for Prairie Express to $6.00 per 
person per one way trip if the destination or pickup is outside of Faribault County effective 
February 1, 2013.  Commissioner Roper voted no. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to authorize the chair’s signature on the 
engagement letter with the Minnesota State Auditor’s office for the 2012 audit year. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Groskreutz/Loveall motion to authorize John Roper to attend a meeting to discuss animal control 
was withdrawn. 
 
Loveall/Warmka motion carried unanimously to authorize John Roper and Bill Groskreutz to 
attend a meeting to discuss animal control. 

 
*  *  *  *  * 

 
Tax Clerk Lorrie Bosma met regarding SSTS business.   
 
Groskreutz/Roper motion carried unanimously to subordinate an SSTS loan recorded as 
document #337672 to AgStar Financial Services, PCA. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Chair Young discussed Robert Rules of Orders on how standing committees are formed. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Warmka/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve requests from J. McDonald to attend a 
one-day transportation day at the capital in St. Paul and from L. Frommie to attend a three-day 
HSEM Governor’s conference in Minneapolis. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Soil and Water/Planning and Zoning Program Administrator Michele Stindtman met regarding 
office business. 
 
Dicussion was held regarding a conditional use permit for an outdoor recreation and educational 
faculty in Lura Township from Thomas and Bob Loonan.  After discussion by board and 
applicant, members of the public were allowed to speak.  Jay Jeiberain  and Robin Sullivan  
spoke against it as neighbors based on safety allegations; Sharon Swenson spoke against it based 
on safety allegations, noise allegations, and reduced property value allegations; and Larry 
Swenson presented pictures and spoke against the conditional use permit.   
 



01-15-13 
- 12- 

Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to adopt Resolution 13-PZ01-02 granting a 
conditional use permit to Thomas and Bob Loonan for an outdoor recreation and education 
facility in Lura Township, Section 12 as amended.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, 
Warmka, and Young voted yes. 
 

R E S O L U T I O N 
Thomas and Bob Loonan 

Lura Township, Section 12 
# 10-12-18 

 
WHEREAS,  according to the Faribault County Zoning Ordinance, applicant is requesting a 

conditional use permit for an outdoor recreation and education facility. 
 

The proposed project is located in the A-1 Shoreland Agriculture District located 
in the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Southwest Quarter (SW ¼), Section 
Twelve (12), Township One Hundred Four (104) North, Range Twenty-eight (28) 
West, Lura Township, Faribault County, Minnesota at the following described 
property: 

 
All that land lying East and North of the Maple River, situated in the NW ¼ of the 
SW ¼ of Section 12, Township 104 North, Range 26 West, consisting of 9 acres 
more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds: 
 

1. That the proposed use will have an adverse impact on the health, safety, and 
general welfare or be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other properties 
for purposes already permitted in the surrounding neighborhood. 

 
2. That the proposed use will not have an adverse impact on traffic conditions 

including parking, traffic congestion or traffic hazard.  
 
3. That there are adequate public utilities, public services, roads, drainage, off-

street loading space and other necessary facilities to support the proposed use 
of the property.   

 
4. That the proposed use will not have an adverse effect or diminish property 

values or future development of land in the surrounding neighborhood.      
 
5. That the proposed use meets the standards of the zoning ordinance including 

that the use is allowed with a conditional use permit in the designated zoning 
district in which it is proposed. 
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6. That the proposed use will not have an adverse effect on the environment 
including impacts on groundwater, surface water, soils and air quality. 

 
7. That the proposed use will not have an adverse effect on normal and orderly 

development and improvement of surrounding properties in the surrounding 
neighborhood.  

 
8. That adequate measures are in place to prevent or control offensive odors, 

fumes, dust, noise and vibration so that none of these will constitute a 
nuisance. 

 
9. That the result of this request will allow for the storage of materials and that 

adequate disposal measures are in place. 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Faribault County Board of Commissioners 

approve the conditional use permit for Thomas and Bob Loonan for an outdoor 
recreation and education facility in the A-1 Shoreland Agriculture District with 
the following conditions: 

 
1. This conditional use permit only authorizes the use as specifically described in 

the submitted plan and application as follows:  
 

i. Youth Ringneck Day (1 per year) rifle, trap, bow shooting.   
ii. Becoming Outdoors Women (BOW) rifle, trap, bow shooting 

iii. Hunter Education and Firearms Safety Classes (3 per year)  
iv. Certified Gun Training Classes  
v. Capable Partner Program (limited weekend hunting events)  

vi. Field Day for Gun Safety Certificate - rifle, trap, bow shooting 
 
2. Applicant is responsible for obtaining all required local, state and federal 

permits. 
 
3. Applicant and staff will work together to facilitate a plan that will clearly 

identify the 500’ residential setback.  The permanent markings will be such 
that they are clearly identifiable by hunters while maintaining the natural 
beauty of the area, to the extent possible.  This must be completed by June 20, 
2013. 

 
4. Applicant is required to complete the shooting backstop, establish permanent 

vegetation and maintain vegetation at all times in order to ensure that the 
shells are not polluting the Maple River. 

 
5. Applicant is required to keep septic system in compliance and to allow no 

activities to occur on the mound system and ensure that manhole covers are 
maintained. 
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6. Applicant must notify neighbors within 10 days of an event occurring. 
 
7. Shooting hours will cease at 6:00 p.m. 
 
8. Applicant will utilize an East/Northeast direction for trap shooting from the 

northern trap shooting range. 
 
9. Noise standards as outlined in MN Statutes 87A.05 must be followed.   
 
10. Any proposed changes, additions, or modifications to the site, or to the 

services proposed, shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator and brought 
back before the Planning Commission and County Board for review. 

 
11. A review of the conditional use permit will be completed by the Planning and 

Zoning Department every two years and a maintenance ree of $50.00 shall be 
paid every two years as long as the conditional use is in effect starting January 
8, 2015. 

 
12. During outdoor shooting activities a ratio of 4 children per 1 adult is required. 
 

    
Discussion was held regarding the agreement of services between the Soil and Water Board and 
Faribault County for the various services provided by Soil and Water staff. 
 
Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve the agreement with Soil and Water 
District for provision of services for 2013-2017. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Public Works Director John McDonald met regarding office business.  Travis Winter of Bolton 
and Menk also attended to discuss the Safe Roads to School program being applied for by the 
City of Wells. 
 
Groskreutz/Roper motion carried unanimously to act as fiscal agent for a Safe Roads to School 
grant the City of Wells will be administrating. 
 
Discussion was held regarding a bridge being planned by the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources at Walnut Lake and illegal dumping along county roads. 
 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Committee reports were given.  Warmka reported on GBERBA;  Roper reported on SHIP and 
EDA meetings; Loveall reported on planning and zoning, Region 9 annual meeting, and 
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Accelerated Drainage meeting with BWSR; and Groskreutz reported on MRCI, library, planning 
and zoning, renewable energy, and Minnesota River Board meetings. 

 
*  *  *  *  * 

 
Discussion was held regarding citizen committees.  John Eilertson has retired from planning and 
zoning.  Alice Moon has retired from Economic Development Authority. 
 
Warmka/Loveall motion carried unanimously to appoint Sharon Grunske of Minnesota Lake to 
complete the term of Alice Moon on the Economic Development Authority committee ending 
December 31, 2013. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to pay bills totaling $582,030.96 as follows: 
 
 COUNTY REVENUE FUND $ 219,086.57 
  
 PUBLIC WORKS FUND 113,563.69 
  
 HUMAN SERVICES FUND 161,056.00 
 
  DITCH FUNDS        88,324.70 
 
  $ 582,030.96 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
The meeting was adjourned for January 2013.                           
 
 
_____________________________        ______________________________________                                                               
Greg Young, Chairman                           John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator  
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