
FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

NOVEMBER 3, 2009
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on November 3, 2009.  The following members were present: Butch Erichsrud, Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, John Roper, and Tom Warmka, Commissioners.  Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson and County Attorney Brian Roverud were also present.   
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Loveall.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.

*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to approve the synopsis and official proceedings of the October 20, 2009 regular meeting.

*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda of November 3, 2009.   

*  *  *  *  *

The calendar was updated.  No member of the public appeared to make comment.                         

*  *  *  *  *

Committee reports were given.  Department of Revenue training for Board of Equalization was discussed.  All commissioners reported on the Association of Minnesota Counties regional meeting in St. James.  Roper reported on the regional library meeting.
*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve the purchase of the following forfeited tax parcels: Parcel No. 21-325-1530 by the City of Blue Earth for $100 and; Parcel No. 27-341-0010 and Parcel No. 27-200-2060 by the City of Kiester for $100 each. 

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve request from S. Dulac to attend a two-day Minnesota South Central Investigators Coalition conference in Mankato.
*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve a contract with Houston Engineering Inc. for professional engineering services to complete the Board of Water and Soil Resources drainage records modernization grant and to authorize the County Auditor to sign the contract.

 

*  *  *  *  *

Tax Clerk Lorrie Krosch met regarding treasurer’s office business.

Warmka/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to approve the following SSTS loan applications:  $11,618.25 to Michael and Debrah Koziolek on Parcel No. 09.001.0401 in Foster Township; $10,287.10 to Steve and Janice Ripley on Parcel No. 02.035.0200 in Blue Earth Township; $8,490.50 to Neil and Mary Jane Taylor on Parcel No. 10.012.0102 in Jo Daviess Township; $11,828.03 to Jessica Hanevik on Parcel No. 07.010.0101 in Elmore Township; and $8,600.00 to Larry Dahms on Parcel No. 01.012.0801 in Barber Township.
*  *  *  *  *
Faribault County Economic Development Agency(FCEDA) Chair Ann Schuster and FCEDA  Director Zoa Heckman met to discuss office business at the request of the Board of Commissioners due to budget constraints.  Goals and achievements of the FCEDA board were discussed.
Jeff Lang and Doug Urhammer representing the Go Minnesota group met to discuss their alternatives for economic development.

Significant discussion was held on the benefits of public versus private economic development.

Public comment was taken.  Travis Kiester, a board member of Go Minnesota; Tom Juba of Blue Earth; and Wade Barslou of Blue Earth spoke in favor of Go Minnesota.  Austin Bleess, Wells Community Development Director spoke on behalf of Wells Economic Development being in favor of the Faribault County Economic Development Agency.
The topic was tabled until November 17, 2009.
*  *  *  *  *

Public Works Director John McDonald met regarding office business.  A construction update was given.  The snow policy was reviewed.

*  *  *  *  *

Central Services Director Brenda Ripley met regarding office business.  The 2010 pay rates for non-union personnel were discussed.

Groskreutz motion for 0% increase for non-union personnel died for lack of a second.
Warmka/Erichsrud motion carried to authorize a 2.9% increase to non-union, non-appointed, non-elected personnel.  Erichsrud, Roper, and Warmka voted yes.  Groskreutz and Loveall voted no.

Groskreutz/Erichsrud motion for a 3% increase on wages for appointed and elected officials froze at their 2008 rate failed.  Groskreutz voted yes.  Erichsrud, Loveall, Roper, and Warmka voted no.

Warmka/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to freeze salaries for appointed officials.

Warmka/Erichsrud motion carried to freeze elected officials salaries at present levels.  Erichsrud, Loveall, Roper, and Warmka voted yes.  Groskreutz voted no.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Roper motion carried to revise the Prairie Express transit service area and fee schedule as follows:  The southern border of the service area will be the Minnesota-Iowa state line; the northern border is Minnesota Highway 30 including the cities of Mapleton and Amboy; the eastern border is Minnesota Highway 13 to I 90 East to I 35 South including the city of Albert Lea; and the western border is Minnesota Highway 15 including the cities of Fairmont, Northrup, and Truman.  The cost is $3.00 per one way trip  and $6.00 round trip if the ride originates  in Faribault County.  If the ride originates outside of Faribault County with the destination inside Faribault County the cost is $6.00 per one way trip.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Roper, and Warmka voted yes.  Commissioners Erichsrud and Loveall voted no.
*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to adopt Resolution 09-CB-31 to combine the offices of County Auditor and County Treasurer effective for the term beginning January 2011.  Commissioners Erichsrud, Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, and Warmka voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N
WHEREAS,  Faribault County currently has separate elected offices of County Auditor and County Treasurer, and 

 

Whereas, Faribault County currently has combined the office of County Auditor and County Treasurer until the end of the term of the vacated office of County Treasurer which expires in January of 2011, and

 

Whereas, Minnesota Statutes 375A.10 subdivision 5 allows counties to combine the offices of Auditor and Treasurer, and

 

Whereas, the Faribault County Board of Commissioners, after studying this matter, have decided that combining the office will provide efficiencies for Faribault County Government, and has concluded that the Board wishes to see these two offices combined effective January 3, 2011, with the election for this new office taking place in the fall of 2010, and

 

Whereas, the Faribault County Board of Commissioners has further concluded that such a combined office should remain elected, and

 

Whereas, the current terms of the Auditor and Treasurer will expire at the end of they year 2010,

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that by adopting this Resolution and Ordinance, effective with the term beginning January 1, 2011, the current Office of the Faribault County Treasurer will be abolished and in its place a new elective office named the Office of the Auditor-Treasurer will be created.

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all of the duties that are required by Minnesota Statute by the Auditor and Treasurer will be vested in the newly created Office of Auditor-Treasurer without diminishing, prohibiting or avoiding those specific duties required by statute to be performed by the County Auditor and the County Treasurer. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all requirements that are specified in Minnesota Statutes 275A.10 to enact this change will be complied with by Faribault County.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to authorize the Auditor-Treasurer to obtain quotes on demolishing a trailer home on forfeited property in the City of Wells.

Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve the use of the trailer park by the South Central Drug Task Force for training purposes.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to appoint Commissioner Roper to the Family Drug Court Advisory committee.

*  *  *  *  *

Steve Borchardt from the State of Minnesota, Dennis Hausman of Federal Engineering, Sheriff Mike Gormley, and Emergency Services Director/Deputy Sheriff Terry Campbell met regarding the Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response (ARMER) radio system.  The county is mandated by the Federal Communication Commission (FCC) to switch to a narrow band radio system by 2013.

Warmka/Roper motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 09-CB-32 adopting a plan for public safety communication within Faribault County.  Commissioners Erichsrud, Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, and Warmka voted yes.

R E S O L U T I O N

ADOPTING A PLAN FOR PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATION 
WITHIN FARIBAULT COUNTY

WHEREAS,
 it is a basic responsibility of the County to provide for the health and welfare of its citizens; and 

WHEREAS, 
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has issued regulations which require the replacement of wideband Land Mobile Radio (LMR) systems operating in the Very High Frequency (VHF) and Ultra High Frequency (UHF) spectrum by 2013; and

WHEREAS, 
public safety agencies throughout the country, including public safety agencies within Faribault County, have relied upon wideband LMR systems to provide vital public safety communications for law enforcement, fire, emergency medical services, public works, disaster response and other vital government services; and

WHEREAS, 
the County has worked with the South Central Minnesota Regional Radio Board (SCRRB), of which it is a participating member, to complete a comprehensive assessment of public safety communication within the County; and

WHEREAS, 
the County has been presented with a public safety communication assessment (hereinafter “Assessment”) conducted by Federal Engineering, Inc., which included an assessment of the alternatives that exist for the County to replace the public safety communication infrastructure within the County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Faribault County Board of Commissioners hereby accepts the Assessment as an accurate assessment of public safety communication needs within the County and of the alternatives that reasonably exist to replace the public safety communication infrastructure within the County, and be it further;

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Faribault County Board of Commissioners adopt the Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response (ARMER) participation alternative specified in the Assessment as the most appropriate and best option for the County to replace the public safety communication infrastructure within the county, and be it further;

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Faribault County Sheriff (hereinafter “Sheriff) is instructed to develop a participation plan (hereinafter “Plan”) for the migration of and participation of all county and local governments and public safety agencies located and operating within the County to the ARMER public safety communication system, and be it further;

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Plan developed by the Sheriff shall include and provide for a proposed budgets for the integration of public safety agencies to the ARMER public safety communication system, for competitive bids documents and proposals for local enhancements or improvements required for county participation and proposed contracts for equipment and services necessary to complete the integration of public safety agencies to the ARMER public safety communication system, and be it further;

BE IT RESOLVED, the Assessment providing the basis of this action shall be submitted to the SCRRB with a recommendation that the Assessment be incorporated into the SCRRB regional public safety communication plan and that the Sheriff is authorized to submit the Assessment and the Plan to the SCRRB, to the Minnesota Departments of Transportation and Public Safety and to the Statewide Radio Board, as may be necessary to gain final approval for the County participation in the ARMER public safety communication system as provided for in the Plan.

*  *  *  *  *

Soil and Water District Manager Michele Stindtman and Assistant Manager Brandee Douglas met to discuss options on filling the vacant position of zoning administrator. 

*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to pay bills totaling $81,306.31 as follows:

COUNTY REVENUE FUND
$ 50,554.82

PUBLIC WORKS FUND
13,243.33

FCLRA
596.01


COUNTY LIBRARY FUND
1,591.15

97 ISTS LOAN BONDS
4,500.00



DITCH FUNDS
        10,821.00


$ 81,306.31
*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned to November 17, 2009.      
__________________________         ______________________________________                                                              

Tom Loveall, Chairman                      John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator
11-03-09
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