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FARIBAULT COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 COUNTY DITCH 10 REPAIR HEARING 

 JULY 18, 2014 

 

The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met at Hamilton Hall in the City of Blue Earth as 

the Faribault County Drainage Authority on July 18, 2014 at 8:30 a.m. for a repair hearing on 

County Ditch 10.  The following members were present: Commissioners Bill Groskreutz, Tom 

Loveall, John Roper, and Tom Warmka.  County Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John 

Thompson, Drainage Engineer Joe Mutschler, Drainage Inspector Merissa Lore, and Attorney 

Kurt Deter, legal counsel for the Drainage Authority, also attended.                                                                

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Loveall.   

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator Thompson presented the affidavits of mailing and publication.    

 

Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to accept the affidavits of mailing and 

publication into the official record.  

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

Kurt Deter, attorney for the Drainage Authority, reviewed the pending appeal of a repair order 

passed in November 2013.  That repair order planned a reroute of tile to avoid low peat ground 

and unhooked the system tile from a private pump at an estimated cost of $26,260.  The order 

was appealed by landowners on the County Ditch 10 system.  Meetings have taken place with 

the appellants and the landowners involved mediating the issues before a costly court hearing 

process.    

  

*  *  *  *  * 

 

County Drainage Engineer Joe Mutschler discussed two options.  The first option was to unhook 

the tile from the private pump and run an additional estimated 200 feet of tile directly to an open 

ditch at an estimated cost of $2,740.  The second option was to add 720 feet of tile to the north 

property line from the location of the pump at an estimated cost of $8,212.   

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

The public comment portion of the hearing was opened.  Steve Schultz, appellant, felt there was 

no value in spending money on the original plan and that a Redetermination of Benefits should 

be done on the entire system before major repair is completed.  He felt that the two new options 

were good ones.  Steve Schmidt, landowner, said he was fine with the two added options.  David 

Martin stated his concern about maintaining an adequate outlet with the pump being removed 

from the system.  The public comment portion of the hearing was closed.  
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*  *  *  *  * 

 

Warmka/Roper motion carried unanimously directing legal counsel to draft an order to rescind 

the November 2013 order for repair and to order the repair of County Ditch 10, Branch A of 

Lateral 1 in the NE ¼ of Section 26 in Barber Township by unhooking the line from a private 

pump and extending the tile approximately 200 feet to an open ditch.   

  

*  *  *  *  * 

 

It was reported that a redetermination of benefits was previously ordered for County Ditch 10. 

 

Kurt Deter will draft a stipulation order and forward to the appellants in the appeal.   

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

  

 
_____________________________        ______________________________________                                                               

Tom Loveall, Chair                                 John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator  
 


