FARIBAULT COUNTY
GRADING AND FILLING REQUIREMENTS
Permits shall be required for grading and filling activities within 300 feet of any lake, river or stream.
No separate grading and filling permit shall be required for grading, filling and excavation necessary for the construction of structures, sewage treatment systems, and driveways that are constructed in a manner that comply with the requirements outlined in the ordinance.

Alterations of vegetation and topography are regulated within shoreland to prevent erosion into public waters, reduce excess nutrients like phosphorous and nitrogen from washing into lakes, preserve shoreland aesthetics and historic values, prevent bank slumping, and protect fish and wildlife habitat.  The preservation of existing native vegetation and soils are a priority within shoreland areas. 
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GRADING AND FILLING PERMITS
Topographic Alterations/Grading and Filling  - Section 20.D.2. of the Faribault County Zoning Ordinance regulates topographic alterations such as grading and filling.  

A permit for grading and filling activities shall be obtained from the Zoning Administrator for the following grading and filling activities:

· The movement (total disturbance) of more than 10 cubic yards of material per site within:
· shore impact zones
· steep slopes 
· bluff impact zones
· The movement (total disturbance) of more than 50 cubic yards of material per site outside of:

· shore impact zones
· steep slopes 
· bluff impact zones
Any alterations below the OHWL of public waters must be authorized by the Department of Natural Resources.  
DEFINITIONS:
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ORDINARY HIGH WATER LEVEL (OHWL):  an elevation delineating the HIGHEST water level that has been maintained for a sufficient period of time to leave evidence upon the landscape, commonly the point where the natural vegetation changes from predominantly aquatic to predominately terrestrial.  For watercourses, the OHWL is the elevation of the top of the bank of the channel.
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SHORE IMPACT ZONE:  land located between the OHWL of a public water and a line parallel to it at a setback of 50% of the structure setback.

· A-1
Shoreland Agriculture District
  
100 ft.

· R-1
Rural Residence District
 
NA
· R-2
Shoreland Residential District 
Bass Lake




37.5 ft.
Minnesota Lake & Rice Lake

50 ft.
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STEEP SLOPE:  where specific information is not available, steep slopes are lands having average slopes over 12 percent, as measured over horizontal distances of 50 feet or more, that are not bluffs.

BLUFF:  a topographic feature such as a hill, cliff, or embankment having all of the following characteristics.
· Part or all of the feature is located in a shoreland area.
· The slope rises at least 25 feet above the OHWL of the waterbody.
· The grade of the slope from the toe of the bluff to a point 25 feet or more above the OHWL averages 30 percent or greater.
· The slope drains toward the water body.

An area with an average slope of less than 18 percent over a distance for 50 feet or more is not considered part of the bluff.
BLUFF IMPACT ZONE:  a bluff and land located within 20 feet from the top of a bluff.


TOE OF BLUFF:  the lower point of a 50 foot segment with an average slope exceeding 18 percent.
FLOODPLAIN:  is considered to be the land adjoining lakes and rivers that is covered by the "100-year" or "regional" flood. This flood is considered to be a flood that has a 1 percent chance of occurring in any given year.
FLOODWAY:  the land immediately adjoining the river channel that is the natural conduit for flood waters. The floodway must remain open in order to allow flood waters to pass.









