
FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

MAY 16, 2006

The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to the recess of May 2, 2006 at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on May 16, 2006.  The following members were present: Bill Groskreutz, Loren Lein, Tom Loveall, Barb Steier, and Tom Warmka, Commissioners.  County Auditor John Thompson and County Attorney Brian Roverud were also present.                                                              

Chairman Groskreutz called the meeting to order.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve the synopsis and official proceedings of the May 2, 2006 regular meeting.

*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve agenda of May 16, 2006.   

*  *  *  *  *

The calendar was updated.  Committee reports were presented.                   

*  *  *  *  *

No member of the public appeared during public comment.

*  *  *  *  *

Mary Lucas of Blue Earth Area Mentors met to discuss a grant that would address obesity in youth.  The activities funded by the grant were discussed.  The grant funded by Three Rivers RC&D needs to have county board support.  The grant is $5,105 without any matching funds needed.

Steier/Lein motion carried unanimously to authorize the chair to sign a letter of support for Blue Earth Area Mentors to apply to RC&D for assistance in grant writing.  Commissioner Lein abstained from voting.

*  *  *  *  *

Regional Extension Director Randy Studier met to discuss extension business.  An interim employee has been hired to replace the 4-H Coordinator who has resigned.  Additional hours for staff will be authorized.

*  *  *  *  *

Lisa Graphenteen of Southwest Minnesota Housing Partnership met to request they be allowed to administer the HOME Rental Rehabilitation Program.

Lein/Steier motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 06-CB-17 authorizing Southwest Minnesota Housing Partnership to administer the HOME Rental Rehabilitation Program for Faribault County.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Lein, Loveall, Steier, and Warmka voted yes.  

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS,  the County of Faribault desires to participate in the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency, HOME Rental Rehabilitation Program, and administer it in accordance with all applicable State and Federal regulations; and

WHEREAS,
in order to participate in the program it is necessary for the County of Faribault to file an application signed by the Southwest Minnesota Housing Partnership, Executive Director with the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency; and

WHEREAS,
the need for Faribault County Board approval concerning the submission of Application for Administrative Authority; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Faribault County, that the Southwest Minnesota Housing Partnership, Executive Director is authorized to:

1. File an Application for Administrative Authority with the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency for participation in the HOME Rental Rehabilitation Program; and

2. Administer through the Southwest Minnesota Housing Partnership program funds awarded by the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency for the rehabilitation of rental property in the County of Faribault.

*  *  *  *  *

Dan Moore of Big Blue Windfarm LLC and Gayle Jones, Faribault County Economic Development Authority Director, met regarding the wind energy project.  The project is moving ahead.  A resolution of support is needed to foster C-BED projects.

Warmka/Lein motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 06-CB-18 supporting the development of the Big Blue Windfarm LLC project as a C-BED project.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Lein, Loveall, Steier, and Warmka voted yes.  

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, 
it is the policy of the State of Minnesota to foster Community-Based Energy Development (C-BED) projects; and

WHEREAS, 
Minnesota Statues § 216B.1612, subd. 2(f)(3) requires a resolution of support by the local county Board of Commissioners in each county in which a project is to be located; and

WHEREAS, 
Big Blue Windfarm LLC (“Developer”) has requested a resolution of support for a proposed wind energy project in Jo Daviess Township, Faribault County, Minnesota; and

WHEREAS, 
the Developer is a Minnesota limited liability company organized by Minnesota residents; and

WHEREAS, 
the project calls for the development of up to 36 megawatts of wind energy to be produced by up to eighteen turbines; and

WHEREAS, 
the project is structured to ensure that a majority of the financial benefit of the projects accrue the local owner of each project.

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the Faribault County Board of Commissioners hereby indicates its support for the development of the Big Blue Windfarm LLC project as a C-BED project in Jo Daviess Township, Faribault County, Minnesota and nothing in this resolution shall be construed to waive or amend any necessary federal, state or local permits or approvals required prior to construction of said projects.
*  *  *  *  *

Public Works Director John McDonald met regarding office business.

Loveall/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 06-RB1-19 authorizing sponsorship of snowmobile trails operated by Blue Earth Snow Rovers, Stateliner’s Snowmobile, and Blue Earth River Trails.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Lein, Loveall, Steier, and Warmka voted yes.  

R e s o l u t i o n 

BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Faribault act as the legal sponsor for an application for funding to the State of Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for maintenance and grooming of the snowmobile trails managed by Blue Earth Snow Rovers, Stateliner’s Snowmobile Club, and Blue Earth River Trails.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of its application by the State, the County of Faribault may enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota for the above referenced project and that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in the agreement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that John McDonald Director/Engineer of the Public Works Department and John Thompson County Auditor are authorized to sign such an agreement with the Department of Natural Resources.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that John McDonald Director/Engineer of the Public Works Department is hereby authorized to serve as the fiscal agent for the above referenced project.

A construction update was presented

*  *  *  *  *

Loveall/Lein motion carried unanimously to deny the petition of Gene Weber for construction of a private bridge on Joint County Ditch 301.

*  *  *  *  *

Steier/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve request from M. Lacher to attend   two day training on cultural diversity in Worthington.

*  *  *  *  *

Prairieland Director Mark Baumann met to present Prairieland bills for payment due to the Prairieland board not meeting in May.

Steier/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve payment of Prairieland bills as presented.

*  *  *  *  *

Lein/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 06-CB-20 for a Rural Development/Wastewater Infrastructure Fund matching grant.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Lein, Loveall, Steier, and Warmka voted yes.  

R E S O L U T I O N   O F   A P P L I C A T I O N
BE IT RESOLVED,  that Faribault County is hereby applying to the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority for financial assistance in the form of a Wastewater Infrastructure Fund grant to be used in conjunction with funding from the United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development (“Rural Development”) for the Huntley Wastewater Project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that Faribault County requests financial assistance from the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority in the amount not to exceed fifty percent (50%) of the eligible grant funding as determined by Rural Development in relationship to this wastewater project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that Faribault County has the legal authority to apply for such financial assistance, and the institutional managerial, and financial capacity to ensure proper construction, operation, maintenance, and replacement of the proposed project for its design life.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED   that the Grant Agreement shall be executed on behalf of Faribault County by the signature of the County Commissioner Board Chairman.  In the event of disability or resignation or other absence of such officer, the Grant Agreement may be signed by the manual signature of that officer who may act on behalf of such absent or disabled officer.

Lein/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 06-CB-21 a County Certificate for Wastewater Infrastructure Funding program.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Lein, Loveall, Steier, and Warmka voted yes.  

Minnesota Public Facilities Authority

Wastewater Infrastructure Funding (WIF) Program

Unsewered Project Area – County Certificate
Faribault County has applied to the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority for financing through the Wastewater Infrastructure Funding (WIF) program for the Huntley Wastewater Project.  The project will serve an unsewered area within Faribault County.

In accordance with Minnesota Statutes 446A.072, Subdivision 14, Faribault County hereby certifies that:

1. The project is consistent with Faribault County’s Comprehensive land use plan.

2. The project is consistent with the Faribault County’s Water Plan.

3. Faribault County has adopted specific land use ordinances or controls that meet or exceed the requirements of Minnesota Rules, part 7080.0305.

Warmka/ Steier motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 05-CB-22 a signature resolution for the Public Facilities Authority Application.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Lein, Loveall, Steier, and Warmka voted yes.  

R E S O L U T I O N

BE IT RESOLVED,   that Bill Groskreutz, Chairman of the Faribault County Board of Commissioners, and John Thompson, County Auditor or their successors in office, are hereby authorized to execute the Wastewater Infrastructure Fund Grant Agreement (the “Grant Agreement”), and amendments thereto, as are necessary to implement the wastewater project on behalf of the applicant.  In the event of disability or resignation or other absence of either such officers, the Grant Agreement may be signed by the manual signature of that officer who may act on behalf of such absent or disabled officer.  In case either such officer whose signature shall appear on the Grant Agreement shall cease to be such officer before delivery of the Grant Agreement, such signature shall nevertheless be valid and sufficient for all purposes, the same as if he or she had remain in office until delivery.

*  *  *  *  *

Lein/Steier motion carried unanimously to accept the bid of $14,050 from Dulas Excavating for the demolition of Frost Hardware forfeited tax building in Frost.  Other bids received were $22,777 from Blue Earth Environmental Co. and $34,385 from PLC Construction.

*  *  *  *  *

Loveall/Warmka motion carried unanimously to hire Kurt Dieter to a retainer for drainage legal consultations.

*  *  *  *  *

Steier/Loveall motion carried unanimously to pay bills totaling $277,526.56 as follows:


COUNTY REVENUE FUND
$ 88,419.58


PUBLIC WORKS FUND
58,427.54


DARE
850.00



HUMAN SERVICES FUND
122,681.58



COUNTY LIBRARY FUND
897.26


FORFEITED TAX SALE FUND
7.56




DITCH FUNDS
       6,243.04


$ 277,526.56

*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned for the month of May 2006.                          

________________________________               _____________________________

Bill Groskreutz , Jr., Chairman                               John Thompson, Auditor/Coordinator                  

05-16-06
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