
FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

JULY 20, 2006

The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to the recess of July 18, 2006 at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on July 20, 2006.  The following members were present: Bill Groskreutz, Loren Lein, Tom Loveall, Barb Steier, and Tom Warmka, Commissioners.  County Auditor John Thompson and County Attorney Brian Roverud were also present.                                                              

Chairman Groskreutz called the meeting to order.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

*  *  *  *  *

A request from Martin County on a resolution in regards to an ethanol plant in Martin County was discussed.

Lein motion died for lack of second to send letter to Martin County stating the Faribault County would not take a position on the matter.

Steier/Warmka motion carried to approve Resolution 06-CB-28 supporting the Buffalo Lake Ethanol Plant not being required to obtain further environmental impact statements.  Commissioners Loveall, Steier, and Warmka voted yes.  Commissioners Lein and Groskruetz voted no.

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, 
BioFuel Solutions has been working with the local economy to site an Ethanol plant within the city of Fairmont.

 

WHEREAS,
huge amounts of time and money have been expended in the process of siting and permitting of the plant.

 

WHEREAS, 
the plant will provide a tremendous boost to the local economy and to the State of Minnesota, and will also serve to meet our goal of reducing our dependence on foreign oil.

 

WHEREAS, 
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has, after much due diligence, concluded that the plant will not substantially adversely affect our environment or natural resources.

 

WHEREAS, 
it is believed that BioFuels Solutions may find it more to their liking to relocate this proposed plant outside the state of Minnesota if they are not allowed to proceed as planned.

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: the Faribault County Board of Commissioners fully supports the construction of the Buffalo Lake Energy Ethanol Plant and requests that the no EIS (Environmental Impact Statement) be required of the project.

*  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on adopting a forfeited tax policy in regards to demolishing buildings.  

Steier/ Loveall motion carried to table issue until August 1, 2006.

*  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held regarding a celebration for Faribault County’s 150th anniversary. The board was informed by Attorney Roverud that statutes do not allow for expenditures of county funds for celebrations.

*  *  *  *  *

Weed control issues were discussed in county road ditches

*  *  *  *  *

Discussion of the Law Enforcement Center (LEC) project was held. Steve Johnson, Vetter-Johnson Architects and Gary Otterstad of CAM, Inc met with the board.   Sheriff Scott Campbell also attended.  Discussion on the preliminary plat, soil requirements, and East Street Improvement, and flowage easements were discussed.  A discussion of steel cells vs. concrete block cells was also held. Commissioner Lein left the meeting for personal business.

Steier/Loveall motion carried unanimously to close meeting to discuss counteroffer proposals to City of Blue Earth for the development agreement for the purchase of the site for the LEC site now known as the Faribault County Justice Center site.

The meeting was closed. Present for the closed meeting were Commissioners Groskruetz, Steier, Loveall and Warmka.  Also attending were Auditor Thompson, Attorney Roverud, Sheriff Campbell, Steve Johnson, and Gary Otterstad.

*  *  *  *  *

The public meeting was reopened.  

*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned for the month of July 2006.                          

________________________________            _____________________________

Bill Groskreutz , Jr., Chairman                               John Thompson, Auditor/Coordinator                  
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