
FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

JANUARY 23, 2007

The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to the recess of January 16, 2007 at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on January 23, 2007.  The following members were present: Butch Erichsrud, Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, and Tom Warmka, Commissioners.  County Auditor John Thompson and County Attorney Brian Roverud were also present.  Also attending were County Sheriff Mike Gormley,  Jail Administrator Geary Wells,  Steve Johnson and Gary Ottestad.                                                             

The meeting was called to order Chairman Warmka.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was closed to discuss negotiations on the proposed purchase of land for the Law Enforcement Center project from Robert Weerts and Arends Sale Yard.  Those present for the closed session were Commissioners Tom Warmka, Bill Groskreutz, Butch Ericshrud and Tom Loveall, County Attorney Brian Roverud, County Auditor John Thompson, Sheriff Mike Gormley, Geary Wells, Steve Johnson and Gary Otterstad. 

*  *  *  *  *

 The meeting was reopened.  Attorney Roverud reviewed the results of the closed meeting.

Loveall/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve a reduction in the sale price on parcel purchased from Arends Sale Yard, Inc by $15,000 and  a reduction in the sale price from Robert Weerts’ parcel of $5,000 and to eliminate that sellers build pond and access road to the west of site, approve that the County will maintain the private road through the Arends’ property, approve a cap of $1,500 for the sellers share of survey costs and to approve a $1,000 down payment to each of the sellers.     

*  *  *  *  *

 Steve Johnson, project architect, reviewed changes made in Law Enforcement Center (LEC) project.  2600 square feet have been removed.  Discussion was held on possible cost reducing changes in the plan. 

Johnson reported that test results on the geothermal well showed bedrock at less than 100 feet.  More tests would be needed to find out the payback period on installing a geothermal system.  

Loveall/Erichsrud motion to not run the conductivity tests at a cost of $4,000 passed 2-1.             

*  *  *  *  *

 Gary Otterstad reviewed a cost estimate showing a project cost of $10,802,624 plus an additional $360,000 for a geothermal system for the LEC.  Considerable discussion was held on cutting costs.  The project architect and construction manager will make additional revisions to reduce the project costs.

*  *  *  *  *

 County Auditor John Thompson reviewed tax impacts on various types of parcels for the LEC project.  

*  *  *  *  *

Additional public information meetings were set for Kiester on February 8th at 7:00 p.m. and Winnebago on February 15th at 7:00 p.m. 

*  *  *  *  *

 The meeting was adjourned for the month of January.

________________________________               _____________________________

Tom Warmka, Chairman                    
                  John Thompson, Auditor/Coordinator                  [image: image1.png]
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