
FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

APRIL 17, 2007
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to the recess of April 3, 2007 at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on April 17, 2007.  The following members were present: Butch Erichsrud, Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, Barb Steier, and Tom Warmka, Commissioners.  County Auditor John Thompson and County Attorney Brian Roverud were also present.                                                              

The meeting was called to order Chairman Warmka.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

*  *  *  *  *

Steier/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to approve the synopsis and official proceedings of the April 3, 2007 regular meeting.

*  *  *  *  *

Steier/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve agenda of April 17, 2007.   

*  *  *  *  *

The calendar was updated.  Committee reports were presented.                   

*  *  *  *  *

Mary Kuchenbecker appeared during public comment regarding the protest of her assessment on County Ditch 41 in Elmore Township.

*  *  *  *  *

Central Services Director Brenda Ripley met regarding personnel business. 

Erichsrud/Steier motion carried unanimously to hire Craig Hougen of Blue Earth for the mechanic position in the Public Works Department effective April 23, 2007.

*  *  *  *  *

Loveall/Steier motion carried unanimously to approve the hiring of construction personnel to study and report on the possibility of remodeling the current jail building.

*  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held regarding the Walters sewer project and ISTS updates.

*  *  *  *  *

Steier/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 07-CB-15 supporting the goal of 25x’25 that by 2025, America’s farms, forests and ranches will provide 25 percent of the total energy consumed in the United States.  Commissioners Erichsrud, Groskreutz, Loveall, Steier, and Warmka voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS,  current and future risks to United States energy security are mounting;

Domestic and global energy demands are growing exponentially;


Environmental and health concerns and risks associated with fossil based fuel sources are escalating;


Solar, wind, bioenergy and biofuels can be captured and/or produced on the land mass managed by United States agriculture and forestry; and


Technology and production capabilities allow America’s farmers, ranchers and forest landowners to play a major role in ensuring a fully sustainable United States energy system;

NOW, THEREFORE.  Faribault County supports the goal of producing 25 percent of America’s energy from renewable resources by the year 2025 and commits to work collaboratively with renewable energy champions to:


Further explore and define the overarching contribution which the agricultural and forestry sectors can make as producers of energy, and


Develop an action plan to bring this vision to life.
*  *  *  *  *

Erichsrud/Loveall motion carried unanimously to appoint Dena Schmitgen of Blue Earth to replace Jean Eckhardt on the Library Services board for a term ending December 31, 2009. 
*  *  *  *  *

Steier/Loveall motion carried unanimously to accept the low bid from Minnowa Construction, Inc. of $72,967 on Bridge Crossing #5.  Other bids received were $78,924 from M & K Bridge Construction and $85,500 from Duininck Bros., Inc.

*  *  *  *  *

Loveall/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to update the courthouse phone system.

*  *  *  *  *

Action on the sound system for the boardroom was tabled.

*  *  *  *  *

Faribault County Public Health Sanitarian Tim Langer met to discuss and update the Faribault County Lodging Establishment Ordinance that would reference the State of Minnesota lodging code.
No public comment was presented.

Steier/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 07-CB-16 adopting Faribault County Lodging Establishment Ordinance.  Commissioners Erichsrud, Groskreutz, Loveall, Steier, and Warmka voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Faribault County, 

Minnesota, as follows:

1. The Board of Commissioners of Faribault County hereby approves and adopts the attached Faribault County Lodging Establishment Ordinance.

2. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its adoption and approval. 

*  *  *  *  *

Public Works Director John McDonald met regarding office business.

Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to hire Erickson Engineering on Bridge #7246 for engineering services.

Groskreutz/Steier motion carried unanimously to set the 2007 camping rates at $20 per night with electrical hookups and $175 per month for long-term camping.

*  *  *  *  *

Bruce Firkins of Bolton & Menk met to discuss the Huntley sewer bids.

Erichsrud/Loveall motion carried unanimously to accept the low bid on the Huntley wastewater improvement from Gaub, Inc. of Lake Lillian for $1,461,035.00 per the engineer’s recommendation contingent upon USDA approval.  Other bids received were $1,596,661.65 from Holtmeier Construction of Mankato; $1,654,682.95 from Sorenson Bros., Inc. of Albert Lea; $1,769,301.45 from Southern Minnesota Construction of Mankato; $1,781,237.04 from Contractors Edge of Mankato; $1,919,528.91 from GM Contracting of Lake Crystal; and $1,986,354.05 from H & W Contracting of Sioux Falls, SD.
*  *  *  *  *

Planning and Zoning Technician Bruce Blakesley met regarding a feedlot notification hearing for Glen Huber and Dale Stenzel in Section 15 of Walnut Lake Township.  Notice of Publication was provided.  No member of the public was present to comment.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Steier motion carried unanimously to approve requests from P Siem to attend a four day MN Library Assoc. Institute for Leadership Excellence in Brainerd; S. Wiltse and K. Skaare to attend a three day Mn Assoc. of Assessing Officers seminar in St. Cloud; S. Dulac to two day criminal interdiction training in Fairmont. 

*  *  *  *  *

Bruce Underdahl of Minnesota Counties Insurance Trust met with the board to discuss the annual member report.
*  *  *  *  *

Steier/Loveall motion carried unanimously to pay bills totaling $364,555.68 as follows:


COUNTY REVENUE FUND
$ 128,720.61

PUBLIC WORKS FUND
90,676.86

HUMAN SERVICES FUND
132,346.33


COUNTY LIBRARY FUND
793.73


FORFEITED TAX SALE FUND
1,395.00


DITCH FUNDS
       10,623.15


$ 364,555.68
*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned for the month of April.                          

________________________________               _____________________________

Tom Warmka, Chairman                    
                  John Thompson, Auditor/Coordinator                  [image: image1.png]
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