
FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS DITCH HEARING 
COUNTY DITCH #43 REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT

AUGUST 29, 2007

The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met at the Faribault County Ag Center in the City of Blue Earth at 2:30 p.m. on August 29, 2007 as ditch authority for County Ditch #43.  The following members were present: Butch Erichsrud, Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, and Tom Warmka, Commissioners.  Commissioner Barb Steier was absent.  County Auditor John Thompson was also present.                                                              

The meeting was called to order Chairman Warmka.

*  *  *  *  *

County Auditor Thompson presented proof of meeting notice. Thompson reviewed the costs of the project to date including viewing, administrative, construction, engineering, damages and additional repair.  A handout was provided detailing those costs that totaled $333,599.39.  Per the engineer’s final report as adopted by the final order for the project the costs were to be divided with $251,673.79 in costs to be charged to the entire system and $81,925.60 to be charged to the improvement benefits file. The resulting percent of benefits were 46.650% for the improvement benefits and 13.868% for the entire CD 43 system benefits.  Any damages owed to landowners will be deducted from their assessments.  Landowners will have until November 30, 2007 to prepay the amount owed and avoid interest charges.  After that date the amount will charged to the tax statement for 2008.  Landowners will receive a letter stating the amount owed and an amortization schedule for each 40-acre parcel or part thereof that they own.  The assessment will spread over 20 years at an interest rate of 4.45%.   

Additional dirt removal, engineering and tile relocation were listed as reasons for more than expected costs on the system.  Change orders and additional repair were also ordered by the drainage authority. Additional repair of $43,326.02 was performed since the project was started and will be added to the assessments.

*  *  *  *  *

The hearing was opened for public comment. Russ Sonnek questioned if repairs were included in the final costs.  The repairs added to the assessment were discussed.  Maurice Schimek discussed the grass strips and noted that the stand of grass was poor.  Russ Sonnek agreed that the grass strip was poorly established. Tom Cole requested that the bridge over County Road 116 be inspected.  The grass cover on the Langworthy shallow ditch was also discussed. Discussion was also held on future maintenance procedures for the system. Commissioner Loveall will investigate these matters and order the repairs if necessary with the costs being assess as repairs. The public comment portion of the hearing was closed.                 

*  *  *  *  *

Loveall/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to accept the auditor’s statement of costs, assess the project at $251,673.79 over the CD 43 benefits as repair, $81,925.60 over the CD 9 Improvement benefits, both to spread over 20 years with an interest rate 4.45%.  

*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned.

________________________________               _____________________________

Tom Warmka, Chairman                                        John Thompson, Auditor/Coordinator                  
08-29-07
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