
FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

MAY 6, 2008

The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on May 6, 2008.  The following members were present: Butch Erichsrud, Bill Groskreutz, Barb Steier, Tom Loveall, and Tom Warmka, Commissioners.  County Auditor John Thompson and County Attorney Brian Roverud were also present.                                                              

The meeting was called to order Chairman Steier.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve the synopsis and official proceedings of the April 15, 2008 regular meeting and April 30, 2008 emergency meeting.

*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve agenda of May 6, 2008.   

*  *  *  *  *

The calendar was updated.  Committee reports were presented.  Erichsrud reported on the Rural Minnesota Energy Board (RMEB) meeting in Slayton; Groskreutz reported on the Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance (GBERBA) and Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) meeting; and Warmka reported on Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) steering committee.                    

*  *  *  *  *

No member of the public appeared during public comment.

*  *  *  *  *

Veteran Services Officer Bryan Schultz met regarding office business.

Warmka/Loveall motion carried unanimously to authorize Schultz to seek funds to purchase a new vehicle for Veteran Services transportation.
*  *  *  *  *

*  *  *  *  *

Central Services Director Brenda Ripley met regarding personnel issues.  Sheriff Mike Gormley and Public Works Director John McDonald also attended.

Loveall/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to transfer Sheriff Deputy Scott Adams to the non-union Chief Deputy position, C-5-1 step 6, effective April 21, 2008.
Sheriff Gormley developed a pandemic drill scheduled for June 19, 2008.  The drill will be discussed at the next meeting.

Discussion was held regarding overpayment of military leave.

Loveall/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to reaffirm that military leave will be based on a calendar year and that wages previously paid to an employee granted leave will not need to be repaid.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to approve a consulting service agreement with Allen J. Brinkman of Brinkman Companies Inc., St. Cloud for the transition to the Law Enforcement Center.
Warmka/Loveall motion carried unanimously to authorize a checking account for the jail commissary.
*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve the following abatements on taxes payable in 2008:  $284 to Jose and Maria Moctezuma on Parcel No. 07-021-0101 in Elmore Township and $626 to Bernice Slette on Parcel No. 09-013-0101 in Foster Township.
*  *  *  *  *

Erichsrud/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve request from J. Christenson to attend a one-day ATV Instructor training in Watonwan County; K. Boettcher and B. Meyers to attend a three-day Ground Avoidance Ground Escape instructors class in Worthington; C. Vereide to attend a one-day workers compensation seminar in St. Cloud; E. Boettcher to attend a two-day Secretary of State county election administrator training in St. Cloud.
*  *  *  *  *

Public Works Director John McDonald met regarding office business.
Loveall/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 08-CB-11 to act as legal sponsor for funding from Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for snowmobile trails.  Commissioners Erichsrud, Groskreutz, Loveall, Steier, and Warmka voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N 

BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Faribault act as the legal sponsor for an application for funding to the State of Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for maintenance & grooming of the snowmobile trails managed by Blue Earth Snow Rovers, Stateliner’s Snowmobile Club & Blue Earth River Trails.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of its application by the State, the County of Faribault may enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota for the above referenced project and that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in the agreement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that John McDonald Director/Engineer of the Public Works Department and John Thompson County Auditor are authorized to sign such an agreement with the Department of Natural Resources.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that John McDonald Director/Engineer of the Public Works Department is hereby authorized to serve as the fiscal agent for the above referenced project.

A construction update was given.
Groskreutz/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to authorize an engineering project to design CR6 bridge in the City of Blue Earth.
*  *  *  *  *

Steve Johnson of Vetter Johnson Architects and Mike Kearns of CAM, Inc. met regarding law enforcement center business.  A list of change orders was discussed.  Requests were made for code changes, Department of Correction requests, and safety requests.

Loveall/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to accept the request for change orders on the Law Enforcement Center with the deletion of PR#9 – additional sidewalks and curbs.
Discussion was held regarding possible changes to the kitchen area.
Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to authorize CAM, Inc. to prepare a bid offering for the kitchen area of the law enforcement center.

*  *  *  *  *

Lisa Buckner, Director of the Three Rivers Resource Conservation and Development Council met to discuss the organizations activities in Faribault County.  Several projects were discussed.
*  *  *  *  *

Regional 4-H Director Shirley Doering and several interested parties met to discuss changing the 4-H Program Coordinator from a ¾ time position to a full-time position.  Speaking in favor of the change were Megan and Mike Linder of the Barber Flyers 4-H Club, Extension Committee Chair Vic Blomgren, and Extension Committee member Carmen Klatt.  Nathan Crane, Regional Director of Extension spoke on the budge impact of a full-time position.  An increase of nearly $17,900 would be required to change this position to a full-time position.  The matter will be further discussed during budget talks.
*  *  *  *  *

Loren Lein of Blue Earth and Ron Strum of Fairmont met to discuss the production of ethanol from switch grass.  A power point presentation created by the Blue Ribbon Foundation on this venture was shown.  The group is requesting a letter of support for their plans.

Warmka/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to have the Blue Ribbon Foundation present a letter of support for the board’s consideration at the next board meeting.
*  *  *  *  *

County Attorney Brian Roverud presented a request for the use of forfeiture funds.
Warmka/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to approve a $500 donation to the County Attorneys Association for educational notice.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to pay bills totaling $162,883.26 as follows:


COUNTY REVENUE FUND
$ 118,156.81

PUBLIC WORKS FUND
35,945.35


COUNTY LIBRARY FUND
1,988.80


DARE
200.00


DITCH FUNDS
        6,592.30


$ 162,883.26 

*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned to May 20, 2008.                          

_________________________             
                       __________________________                                                              

Barb Steier, Chairman
                                                 John Thompson, Auditor                  
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