FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

MAY 20, 2008

The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to the recess of May 6, 2008 at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on May 20, 2008.  The following members were present: Butch Erichsrud, Bill Groskreutz, Barb Steier, Tom Loveall, and Tom Warmka, Commissioners.  County Auditor John Thompson and County Attorney Brian Roverud were also present.                                                              

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Steier.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to approve the synopsis and official proceedings of the May 6, 2008 regular meeting.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda of May 20, 2008.   

*  *  *  *  *

The calendar was updated.  Loren Lein of Blue Earth appeared during public comment to discuss the geo-thermal system at the Law Enforcement Center.

*  *  *  *  *

Committee reports were presented.  Warmka reported on Association of Minnesota Counties Futures Innovations meetings, Loveall reported on the transit meeting;  Groskreutz reported on the transit and Human Services meetings.
*  *  *  *  *

Central Services Director Brenda Ripley met regarding office business.
Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to hire Cindy Wood of Wells for the secretary/emergency assistant position in the Sheriff’s department effective May 26, 2008.
Transit issues were discussed.

Students participating in Boy/Girl County joined the meeting.

Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to authorized the transit committee to develop an RFP for third part administration of the transit system.  

*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve the increase of taxes payable in 2008 for United Hospital District on Parcel #21-446-0560 in the City of Blue Earth of $852.
*  *  *  *  *

Loveall/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to authorize CAM, Inc. to develop specs for softner rental/purchase and maintenance agreement for the Law Enforcement Center.
*  *  *  *  *

Zoning Administrator Bruce Blakesley and representatives from Farmers Cooperative Company of Ames, Iowa met regarding two conditional use permits.

Loveall/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 08-PZ2-12 granting a conditional use permit to Farmers Cooperative Company for an agricultural anhydrous ammonia site in Section 16 of Elmore Township.  Commissioners Erichsrud, Groskreutz, Loveall, Steier, and Warmka voted yes.

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS,
Farmers Cooperative Company applied for a conditional use permit under the Faribault County Zoning Ordinance requesting a permit for agricultural anhydrous ammonia site in the A-2 General Agriculture District, located at the following described property:


The Southwest (SW) corner of Section Sixteen (16), Township One Hundred One (101) North, Range Twenty-seven (27) West, Elmore Township, Faribault County, Minnesota.

WHEREAS,   the Planning Commission finds:

a. That the conditional use will not be injuious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminish and impair property values within the immediate vicinity, and is compatible with the existing neighborhood;

b. That the establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area, conforms to the comprehensive land use plan of the county;

c. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary facilities have been or are being provided;

d. The soils conditions are adequate to accommodate the proposed use; and

e. The use is of the same general character as other conditional uses in the Agriculture District and will not be detrimental to the general health and welfare of the county.

f. That proper facilities are provided which would eliminate any traffic congestion or traffic hazard which may result from the proposed use.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  the Faribault County Board of Commissioners approve the conditional use permit for Farmers Cooperative Company for an agricultural anhydrous ammonia site located in the A-2 General Agriculture District with the following conditions:

1. Permanent storage for this site is 90,000 gallons of anhydrous ammonia.
2. Before the building permit is isued, proof of ownership must be provided.

3. A maintenance fee of $50.00 every two years shall be paid as long as the conditional use is in effect starting May 12, 2010.

4. The conditional use permit is non-transferable.

Discussion was held regarding the conditional use permit for Farmers Cooperative Company for an agricultural anhydrous ammonia site located in Section 14 of Brush Creek Township.  Commissioner Warmka discussed drainage issues.  Mike Johnson, attorney for the land owners on drainage issue and how the tile is protected.  Land owners were not aware of a plan and requested a drainage plan be developed before the conditional use permit is acted upon.   A private tile agreement was presented by Johnson.  Discussion was held on the proximity of the location to wildlife area and neighbors.
Loveall/Warmka motion carried unanimously to extend the conditional use permit process by 60 days on the request from Farmers Cooperative Company for an agricultural anhydrous ammonia site located in Section 14 of Brush Creek Township and direct a letter to be sent to the applicant regarding drainage questions.  Commissioners Erichsrud, Groskreutz, Loveall, Steier, and Warmka voted yes.

*  *  *  *  *

Sheriff Michael Gormley met regarding office business.

Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to accept a grant of $1,966 from the Recreational Boating Safety Financial Assistance program (CFDA 97.012) for safety equipment.
*  *  *  *  *

Public Works Director John McDonald met regarding office business.
Warmka/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to accept the bid from Midwest Contracting on Contract #59985 in the amount of $341,400.

A construction update was given.

Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to set the bid date on Bridge #7246 as June 27, 2008 at 11:00 a.m.

Warmka/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to contract with Erickson Engineering to design a replacement on Bridge #5146.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to enter into the South Central Community Based Initiative joint powers agreement with the following counties:  Blue Earth, Brown, Freeborn, LeSueur, Martin, Nicollet, Rice, Sibley, and Watonwan to provide services to persons with mental illness with a more seamless system through new partnerships between the Department of Human Services, counties, local mental health care providers, and consumers.
*  *  *  *  *

Committee reports were continued.  Erichsrud reported on meeting with the City of Blue Earth regarding the 14th Street bridge.  Steier reported on Minnesota Valley Action Council.  Groskreutz reported on meeting with the City of Wells regarding the storm water plan.
*  *  *  *  *

Erichsrud/Loveall motion carried unanimously to appoint Justine Hougen of Blue Earth to the Housing and Redevelopment Agency board to fill the term vacated by Kyle MacArthur that ends December 31, 2009.
*  *  *  *  *

Loveall/Erichsrud motion carried unanimously to pay bills totaling $413,717.74 as follows:


COUNTY REVENUE FUND
$ 115,280.76

PUBLIC WORKS FUND
62,073.19

HUMAN SERVICES FUND
151,058.83



COUNTY LIBRARY FUND
1,412.61


ISTS LOAN FUND
6,688.85


DITCH FUNDS
       77,203.50


$ 413,717.74
*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned for May 2008.                          

________________________________               ____________________________

Barb Steier, Chairman                        
                  John Thompson, Auditor/Coordinator
05-20-08

- 32-

