
FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

MAY 17, 2011
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to the recess of May 3, 2011 at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on May 17, 2011.  The following members were present: Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, John Roper, Tom Warmka, and Greg Young Commissioners.  Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson and County Attorney Troy Timmerman were also present.                                                              

The meeting was called to order by Chair Warmka.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Roper motion carried unanimously to approve the synopsis and official proceedings of the May 3, 2011 regular meeting.
*  *  *  *  *

Loveall/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve the updated agenda of May 17, 2011.   

*  *  *  *  *

The calendar was updated.   No member of the public appeared to make comment. 
*  *  *  *  *

Committee reports were given.  Groskreutz reported on the Minnesota River Board, MVAC, and GBERBA; Loveall reported on union negotiations, joint work session with Blue Earth City Council regarding public services; Roper reported on South Central Workforce, MVAC, SHIP, FCEDA, and RC&D; Young reported on Human Services executive and Prairieland executive.
*  *  *  *  *

Drug Court Administrator Bev Snow met regarding office business.  
Roper/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-CB-20 declares that a “Drug Court Month” be established during the Month of May 2011.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N
WHEREAS, Drug Courts are the most effective tool for reducing substance abuse and crime in our criminal justice system; and

WHEREAS, Drug Courts are an essential component of our justice system which save vast criminal justice resources and return individuals to their communities as productive, tax-paying citizens; and

WHEREAS, Drug Courts are the most effective tool in the criminal justice system for saving money, cutting crime and serving veterans; and

WHEREAS, results of more than 100 program evaluations and at least four meta-analytic studies have yielded definitive evidence that Drug Courts are demonstratively effective and significantly improve substance-abuse treatment outcomes, substantially reduce drug abuse and crime, and do so at less expense than any other justice strategy; and

WHEREAS, the Drug Court movement has grown from the 12 original Drug Courts in 1994 to over 2,500 operational Drug Courts; and

WHEREAS, Drug Courts demonstrate that when one person rises out of drugs and crimes, we ALL RISE: and

WHEREAS, the time has come to put a Drug Court within reach of every person in need; and

WHEREAS, Faribault, Martin and Jackson Counties together implemented a Multi-County Drug Court on December 5, 2006 and a Multi-County Family Dependency Treatment Court on January 19, 2010.

WHEREAS, Faribault, Martin and Jackson Counties celebrate the promise of recovery and restored hope to Drug Court graduates and their families.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Faribault County Board of Commissioners declares that a “Drug Court Month” be established during the Month of May, 2011, recognizing the significant contributions that Drug Courts have made in reducing substance abuse, crime and recidivism while saving valuable resources.
*  *  *  *  *

Soil and Water/Planning and Zoning Program Administrator Michele Stindtman and Resource Conservation Technician John Meyer met regarding office business. 

Meyer gave an update on office activities.  A form for landowners to opt out of the aerial spraying program on ditches was discussed.  An update on FEMA was discussed.

Stindtman reviewed the progress on the study of the pipeline and the moratorium.  Other office business was discussed.

Young/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-PZ4-21 adopting a conditional use permit for South Central Minnesota Youth for Christ to update and add proposed buildings to an existing camp.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N
WHEREAS,  South Central Minnesota Youth for Christ applied for a conditional use under the Faribault County Zoning Ordinance requesting a conditional use permit for an amendment to update and add proposed buildings to an existing camp in an A-1 Shoreland District located at the following described property:

The North Half (N ½ ), of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼ )Section Thirty-four (34), Township One Hundred Two (102) North, Range Twenty-five (25) West, Brush Creek Township, Faribault County, Minnesota.  

WHEREAS,
The Planning Commission finds:

1. That the proposed use meets the standards of the current zoning ordinance including this use is allowed with a conditional use permit in the designated zoning district in which it is proposed;

2. That the conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminish and impair property values within the immediate vicinity, and is compatible with the existing neighborhood;

3. That the establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area, conforms to the comprehensive land use plan of the county;

4. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary facilities have been or are being provided;

5. The proposed use will not have an effect on the environment including impacts on groundwater, surface water, and air quality, or on existing natural historic, or scenic views of features in the surrounding neighborhood;

6. The use is of the same general character as other conditional uses in the Agriculture District and will not be detrimental to the general health and welfare of the county.

7. That proper facilities are provided which would eliminate any traffic congestion or traffic hazard which may result from the proposed use.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  That the Faribault County Board of Commissioners approves the conditional use permit for an amendment to a conditional use permit for South Central Minnesota Youth for Christ in an A-1 Shoreland District with the following conditions:

1. A maintenance fee of $50.00 every two years shall be paid as long as the conditional use is in effect starting May 10, 2010.

2. Construction of any buildings and operations of the camp must comply with local zoning ordinance.

3. subsurface sewage treatment system to be maintained and in compliance with Section 23 of the Faribault County Zoning Ordinance.

4. It is the operator responsibility to ensure that all Minnesota Statutes and Minnesota Rules are in place and being adhered to.

5. Upon sale or transfer of the property, any new owners will need to submit a plan for continued operation of the facility to be reviewed by the planning commission.
*  *  *  *  *

County Attorney Troy Timmerman reviewed the law enforcement center issue with a food vendor.  The option is being researched.
*  *  *  *  *

Public Works Director John McDonald met to discuss office business.  A construction update was given.

Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve the bid for bituminous materials from Flint Hills Resources LP of Fargo ND for $291,600.  One other bid was received from Jebro Incorporated of Sioux City IA for $320,382.

Loveall/Roper motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-RB02-22 for installation of railroad crossing signals on CSAH 21.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.

R E S O L U T I O N

BE IT RESOLVED,  that the County of Faribault enter into an agreement with the Dakota Minnesota & Eastern Railroad Corp. and the Commissioner of Transportation for the installation and maintenance of railroad crossing signals at the intersection of 510th Avenue (CSAH 21) (2 miles East) with the tracks of the Dakota Minnesota & Eastern Railroad Corp. in Easton, Minnesota, and appointing the Commissioner of Transportation agent for the County to supervise said project and administer available Federal Funds in accordance with Minnesota Statute, Section 161.36.  The County’s share of the cost shall be 10 percent of the total signal cost plus any additional costs above the State’s capped contribution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board Chair and County Auditor be and they are hereby authorized to execute said agreement and any amendments thereto for and on behalf of the County. 
Loveall/Roper motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-RB03-23 for installation of railroad crossing signals on CSAH 13.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N

BE IT RESOLVED,  that the County of Faribault enter into an agreement with the Dakota Minnesota & Eastern Railroad Corp. (d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway) and the Commissioner of Transportation for the installation and maintenance of railroad crossing signals at the intersection of 430th Avenue (CSAH 13) with the tracks of the Dakota Minnesota & Eastern Railroad Corp. (d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway) in Delevan, Minnesota, and appointing the Commissioner of Transportation agent for the County to supervise said project and administer available Federal Funds in accordance with Minnesota Statute, Section 161.36.  The County’s share of the cost shall be 15.31 percent of the total signal cost plus any additional costs above the State’s capped contribution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board Chair and County Auditor be and they are hereby authorized to execute said agreement and any amendments thereto for and on behalf of the County.
Loveall/Roper motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-RB04-24 allowing the use of Faribault County Public Works website, http://www.faribaultcountypublicworks.com as an alternative means to disseminate solicitations of bids, requests for information, and requests for proposals for transportation related construction and maintenance projects.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, Minn. Statute § 331A.03 Subd. 3(b), allows a county to use its website or recognized industry trade journals as an alternative to disseminate solicitations of bids, requests for information and requests for proposals;

NOW THEREFORE, the County of Faribault Board of Commissioners hereby resolves:

BE IT RESOLVED, that from this day forward, the County of Faribault may use the Faribault County Public Works website, http://www.faribaultcountypublicworks.com, as an alternative means to disseminate solicitations of bids, requests for information, and requests for proposals for transportation related construction and maintenance projects.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that for the first six (6) months after this designation of an alternative means of dissemination, the County shall continue to publish solicitations of bids, requests for information and request for proposals, in the same official newspaper of the County in addition to the alternative method and that the publication in the official newspaper must indicate where to find the designated alternative method.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any dissemination by alternative means must be in substantially the same format and for the same period of time as a publication would otherwise be required under Minn. Statute § 331A.03 Subd. 3.

*  *  *  *  *

Central Services Director Brenda Ripley met regarding office business.  An issue on insurance language changes that was tabled from a prior meeting was brought before the board.

Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried to table insurance language changes until a later date.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, and Roper voted yes.  Commissioner Young voted no.
*  *  *  *  *

Veteran Services Officer Dave Hanson met regarding office business.  Bronze stars and flag holders are nearly completed.  Other issues including utilization of Mankato services and the Patriot Assisted Living facility in Winnebago was discussed.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-CB-25 supporting the  passage of the MAGIC Act into law during the 2011 legislative session.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N
WHEREAS, Minnesota is consistently placed at or near the bottom of national measures that assess the capacity for local government innovation in all 50 states,
WHEREAS, Minnesota and its counties face significant demographic trends that will require innovative approaches to program delivery in order to adequately meet the growing and changing needs of citizens;
WHEREAS, counties with innovative ideas should be provided the requisite opportunity and flexibility to successfully implement those ideas so as to best serve their communities,
WHEREAS, counties across Minnesota boast significant geographic, demographic and economic diversity that thus requires maximum flexibility in programmatic implementation,
WHEREAS, counties are willing and able to identify, implement and methodically verify increased programmatic efficiencies through a process that will cultivate and sustain a strong and trusting state-local partnership, and
WHEREAS, transitioning to an outcomes-based system of program evaluation is in the best interest of every Minnesota citizen and government that desires to maximize public resources and enhance the quality of life in their community to the fullest extent possible,
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that Faribault County recommends that the Legislature and governor work cooperatively with all 87 counties to swiftly pass the MAGIC Act into law during the 2011 legislative session, thus implementing a system that will enhance and incent local government efficiency and innovation throughout Minnesota by:

1. Allowing counties to take any action not prohibited by state law to provide for the health, safety and general welfare of the public; and
2.  Creating a measured, outcomes-based waiver process whereby counties, in partnership with the legislative and executive branch of state government, can implement efficiency-based, time-limited pilot programs that are subject to final review by the Legislature and governor and will create a repository of best practices so as to improve long-term policy decisions across the state.
*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Young motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-CB-26 the purchase of a new transit bus for approximately $62,000 with 80 % of the cost coming from state/federal monies.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.
R E S O L U T I O N
WHEREAS, 
Faribault County operates a transit system; and

WHEREAS, 
Faribault County desires to purchase, through the State of Minnesota Cooperative Procurement Process, a vehicle to be used in the transit system; and

WHEREAS, 
the vehicle cost is allocated 20% local share and 80% State/Federal share of the contract amount; and

WHEREAS, Faribault County staff has reviewed the vehicle options offered by approved multiple contracting vendors; and

WHEREAS, 
the staff recommends purchasing a vehicle from  North Central Bus Sales for the reason of fleet consistency and past vendor performance; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Faribault County Board of Commissioners  hereby authorizes the purchase of a new transit bus from  North Central Bus Sales in the approximate amount of $62,000.00.
*  *  *  *  *

Roper/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-CB-27 appointing Bill Douglas of Bolton & Menk as engineer for survey of CD #26.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS,  the Faribault County Board of Commissioners acting as the Drainage Authority of County Ditch #26 having received a petition and bond from Darryl Murray and others to improve County Ditch #26 Branch A, and

WHEREAS,  Minnesota Statutes 103E.241 requires the Drainage Authority to appoint an engineer to make a preliminary survey based on the project described in the survey.

BE IT RESOLVED  that the Drainage Authority of County Ditch hereby appoints Bill Douglas of Bolton & Menk, Inc. as engineer for said petition and directs him to prepare a preliminary report under the requirements of Minnesota Statutes 103E.245.
*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Young motion carried unanimously to approve request of N. Haas to attend a 1-day MCAPS training at MCCC annual conference in Alexandria; J. Udermann to attend 4-day MCCC annual conference in Alexandria.
*  *  *  *  *

Loveall/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve repair of up to $22,000 on JD 4 M&F.
*  *  *  *  *

Dicussion of the funding for the ARMER system was held.

*  *  *  *  *

Young/Roper motion carried unanimously to pay bills totaling $315,091.22 as follows:

COUNTY REVENUE FUND
$ 50,259.47

PUBLIC WORKS FUND
60,853.47

HUMAN SERVICES FUND
156,301.00

COUNTY LIBRARY FUND
30,835.64

ISTS LOAN FUND
6,688.85

DEBT SERVICE FUND
4,957.50


DITCH FUNDS
       5,195.29


$ 315,091.22
*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned for May 2011.                          

_____________________________        ______________________________________                                                              

Tom Warmka, Chairman   
                      John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator 
05-17-11
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