FARIBAULT COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
SOLID WASTE FEES HEARING
SEPTEMBER 24 2012
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to the recess of September 18, 2012 at the Courthouse in the City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on September 24, 2012.  The following members were present: Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, John Roper, Tom Warmka, and Greg Young Commissioners.  Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson, Prairieland Solid Waste Coordinator Billeye Rabbe, and Prairieland Solid Waste Management Board Director Mark Bauman were also present.                                                              

The meeting was called to order by Chair Roper.
*  *  *  *  *

Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson presented the affidavit of publication.
*  *  *  *  *

Prairieland Solid Waste Coordinator Billeye Rabbe reviewed the recycling fees and solid waste fee structure.  The Prairieland Solid Waste board will meet to set the fees for the service fees referred to as Solid Waste Fees (SWF) on the tax statement assessments.
Rabbe stated that in 2012 only the City of Minnesota Lake and the Huntley area participated in the curbside pickup portion of the County recycling contract.  In 2013 the Riverside Heights area in Blue Earth Township also will be contracting for curbside pickup.    In 2013 the Townships of Blue Earth, Elmore, Minnesota Lake, Pilot Grove, Seely, Verona, Winnebago, Prescott, Lura, Delavan, and Barber will contract for drop sites at planned locations.
Hometown Sanitation received the county contract for 2012 through 2017.  In 2012 the rate of $23.40 was charged for both curbside pickup and drop sites, with drop sites being paid for with SCORE funds and subsidized by tax levy.  The new contract annual rates for curbside pickup range from $38.28 in 2012 up to $43.31 in 2017 and for drop site collection from $23.40 in 2013 up to $26.47 in 2017.  The intent of the Recycling Fee was to charge households and not real property owners for recycling services.  This will necessitate an increase in recycling fees for current users and the implementation of recycling fees for those townships contracting with the county for recycling services.
Rabbe presented a plan to set the annual recycling fee rates at $41.00 for curbside pickup and $25.00  for drop site collection the years 2013 through 2017.  The rate will be stabilized during the contract period so annual increases will not be necessary.  Another option would be to reduce the rates by $4.00 per year, using SCORE funds to finance this program instead of other solid waste programs.  It was stated that SCORE funds may be in jeopardy as the State of Minnesota works through their budget shortfalls. 
Discussion was held on the Prairieland Solid Waste Service Fees.  The rate will most likely be reduced from its current level.  That rate will be determined in October.  Most if not all households will see a reduction in the solid waste fees and recycling fees that are charged.  Discussion was also held on combining the solid waste fee and the recycling fee on the tax statements.
*  *  *  *  *

The hearing was opened for public comment.  No member of the public appeared to make comment.
*  *  *  *  *

Warmka/Young motion carried unanimously to set 2013 recycling fees for curbside pickup at $41.00 and for drop site collections at $25.00.

*  *  *  *  *

Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to combine the solid waste fee and recycling fee on the 2013 tax statements and subsequent years.

*  *  *  *  *

The meeting was adjourned for the month of September.                          

_____________________________        ______________________________________                                                              

John Roper, Chairman                             John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator 
09-24-12
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