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FARIBAULT COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
NOVEMBER 6, 2012 

 
The Faribault County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at the Courthouse in the 
City of Blue Earth at 9:00 a.m. on November 6, 2012.  The following members were present: 
Bill Groskreutz, Tom Loveall, John Roper, Tom Warmka, and Greg Young Commissioners.  
Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator John Thompson and County Attorney Troy Timmerman were 
also present.                                                               
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Roper.  The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Young/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve the synopsis and official proceedings of 
the October 16, 2012 regular meeting. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
 Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda of November 6, 2012. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
The calendar was updated.  No member of the public appeared to make comment.  
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Committee reports were given.  Groskreutz reported on Minnesota River Board; Warmka 
reported on Association of Minnesota Counties District VII meeting; Young reported on Big 
Blue Wind Farm; Loveall reported on planning and zoning, meeting with Brad Berg, and Greater 
Minnesota Economic Council. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Warmka/Young motion carried to re-schedule the first regular meeting in December to 9:00 a.m. 
Thursday, December 6, 2012 and the drainage meeting to 1:00 p.m. Thursday, December 6, 
2012.   
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Tax Clerk Lorrie Bosma met regarding SSTS business.   
 
Young/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve an $8,480.28 SSTS loan to Franz and 
Ruth Scholtz on Parcel No. 14.024.0501 in Pilot Grove Township. 
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Groskreutz/Young motion carried unanimously to approve an $12,000 SSTS loan to Gerhard and 
Mavis Leland on Parcel No. 03.036.0200 in Brush Creek Township. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Chief Deputy Scott Adams met regarding office business. 
 
Warmka/Young motion carried unanimously to approve an annual Emergency Management 
Services grant of $14,385. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Economic Development Coordinator Linsey Warmka met regarding Economic Development 
Agency business.  An office update was provided.  Jake Anderson will not be serving another 
term on the Faribault County Economic Development Agency board. 
 
Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to approve a Small Cities Development grant 
for residential grant application to include target addresses in the cities of Kiester, Bricelyn, and 
Elmore and authorize the chair’s signature on the applications. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Soil and Water/Planning and Zoning Program Administrator Michele Stindtman met regarding 
office business. 
 
Young/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 12-PZ08-32 a conditional 
use permit to Laurence Blaine to operate a hobby kennel in Section 13 of Verona Township.  
Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes. 
 

R E S O L U T I O N 
 
WHEREAS,  according to the Faribault County Zoning Ordinance, applicant is requesting a 

conditional use permit (CUP) to have a hobby kennel with no more than 12 adult 
canines. 
 
The proposed project is located in the A-1Shoreland Agriculture District located 
on a tract of land in the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼ ) of the Southwest Quarter 
(SW ¼), Section Thirteen (13), Township One Hundred Three (103) North, 
Range Twenty-eight (28) West, Verona Township, Faribault County, Minnesota. 

 
See Exhibit “A”. 

 
WHEREAS, The Planning Commission finds: 
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1. That the proposed use will not have an adverse impact on the health, safety, 
and general welfare of the occupants in the surrounding neighborhood. 

 
2. That the proposed use will not have an adverse impact on traffic conditions 

including parking.  
 
3. That there are adequate public utilities, public services, roads, and schools to 

support the proposed use of the property.   
 
4. That the proposed use will not have an adverse effect on property values or 

future development of land in the surrounding neighborhood.      
 
5. That the proposed use meets the standards of the zoning ordinance including 

that the use is allowed with a conditional use permit in the designated 
zoning district in which it is proposed. 

 
6. That the proposed use will not have an adverse effect on the environment 

including impacts on groundwater, surface water, and air quality. 
 
7. That the proposed use will not have an adverse effect on existing natural, 

historic, or scenic views of features in the surrounding neighborhood.  
 
8. That if storage or disposal of materials is required, that adequate measures 

are in place.     
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  That the Faribault County Board of 

Commissioners approve the conditional use permit for Laurence Blaine to have a 
hobby kennel with no more than 12 canines over the age of 18 months, located in 
the A-1 Shoreland Agriculture District with the following conditions: 

 
1.   Waste from the canines will be disposed of properly. 
 
2. This CUP only authorizes the use specifically described in the submitted 

plan and application for a hobby kennel with no more than 12 canine New 
Foundlands over the age of 18 months.  

 
3.   Any additional modifications to the existing plan must be submitted to the 

Zoning Administrator and may require a conditional use permit. 
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4.    A review of the CUP will be completed by the Planning and Zoning 
Department every two years and a maintenance fee of $50.00 shall be paid 
every two years as long as the conditional use is in effect starting November 
6, 2012. 

 
5.    Reasonable measures will be taken to control barking. 

 
6.    This CUP will be terminated upon transfer of property from the applicant. 

 
Young/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 12-PZ09-33 a conditional use 
permit to Big Blue Wind Farm LLC to construct a storage building.  Matt Luukkonen from 
Fagen also appeared.  Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted 
yes. 

 
R E S O L U T I O N 

 
WHEREAS,  according to the Faribault County Zoning Ordinance, applicant is requesting a 

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to construct an Operation and Maintenance 
building for the storage of items necessary for maintenance on wind farm 
turbines. 

 
The proposed project is located in the A-2 General Agriculture District located on 
a tract of land in the Northeast Corner of the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼), Section 
Thirty (30), Township One Hundred Two (102) North, Range Twenty-eight (28) 
West, Jo Daviess Township, Faribault County, Minnesota. 

 
See Exhibit “A”. 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds: 

 
1. That the proposed use will not have an adverse impact on the health, safety, 

and general welfare of the occupants in the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
2. That the proposed use will not have an adverse impact on traffic conditions 

including parking.  
 
3. That there are adequate public utilities, public services, roads, and schools to 

support the proposed use of the property.   
 
4. That the proposed use will not have an adverse effect on property values or 

future development of land in the surrounding neighborhood.      
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5. That the proposed use meets the standards of the zoning ordinance including 
that the use is allowed with a conditional use permit in the designated zoning 
district in which it is proposed. 

 
6. That the proposed use will not have an adverse effect on the environment 

including impacts on groundwater, surface water, and air quality. 
 
7. That the proposed use will not have an adverse effect on existing natural, 

historic, or scenic views of features in the surrounding neighborhood.  
 
8. That if storage or disposal of materials is required, that adequate measures are 

in place.  
 
9. That the result of this request will allow for the storage of materials and 

adequate measure are in place. 
    

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Faribault County Board of Commissioners 
approve the conditional use permit for Big Blue Wind Farm, LLC for the storage 
of items necessary for maintenance on wind farm turbines in the A-2 General 
Agriculture District with the following conditions: 

 
1. A completed County SSTS (septic) application must be received and approved 

by the Planning and Zoning Department before issuance of a building permit.  
Fencing or other type of physical barrier shall be installed and maintained to 
protect the on-site sewage treatment system, septic tank, and well from 
damage by vehicles and machinery before, during, and after construction. 

 
2. Any hazardous materials on site must be stored and disposed of according to 

local, state, and federal regulations. 
 

3. Applicant must work with the County Emergency Response Coordinator in 
developing an Emergency Response Plan.  A copy of this plan shall be on file 
with the Planning and Zoning Department prior to issuance of a building 
permit. 

 
4. Potential security issues need to be addressed by applicant. 

 
5. This CUP only authorizes the use as specifically described in the submitted 

plan and application as follows:  (1) 40’ x 50’ building, septic system, and 
well. 

 
6. Any proposed changes, additions, or modifications to the site, or to the 

services proposed, shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator and brought 
back before the Planning Commission and County Board for review. 
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7. Building of the proposed facility shall be completed within two (2) years 

beginning November 6, 2012. 
 

8. A review of the CUP will be completed by the Planning and Zoning 
Department every two years and a maintenance fee of $50.00 shall be paid 
every two years as long as the conditional use is in effect starting November 
6, 2014. 

 
*  *  *  *  * 

 
Discussion was held regarding the county’s comprehensive land use plan. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Public Works Director John McDonald met regarding office business.  A construction update 
was given. 
 
Warmka/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 12-RB11-34 a final 
payment to Ulland Brothers of $111,757.12 for work done on CSAH 16, 30, and 59.  
Commissioners Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes. 
 

R E S O L U T I O N 
 
WHEREAS,  CSAH 16, 30, and 59 have in all things been completed, and the County Board 

being fully advised in the premises,             
                                                                                 
NOW THEN, BE IT RESOLVED  that we do hereby accept said completed project for and in 

behalf of the County of Faribault and authorize final payment of $111,757.12 to 
Ulland Brothers. 

 
Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 12-RB12-35 a final 
payment of $67,390.25 to Knopik Crushing for gravel crushing in the Baker Pit.  Commissioners 
Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes. 
 

R E S O L U T I O N 
 
WHEREAS,  gravel crushing in the Baker Pit has in all things been completed, and the County 

Board being fully advised in the premises,             
                                                                                 
NOW THEN, BE IT RESOLVED  that we do hereby accept said completed project for and in 

behalf of the County of Faribault and authorize final payment of $67,390.25 to 
Knopik Crushing. 

 
Discussion was held regarding travel to the Twin Cities and overnight stays for training. 
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Young/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve lodging requests from D. Babcock and 
J. Franzen for one-day recertification classes in Arden Hills approved at the last regular meeting. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to approve request of D. Babcock, M. Durkee, J. 
Franzen, and J. McDonald to attend a one-day bridge safety inspection refresher training course 
in Mankato;  and of D. Bullerman, P. Campbell, J. Christenson, S. Dulac, and S. Linde to attend a 
two-day Minnesota South Central Investigators Coalition conference in Mankato. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Groskreutz/Warmka motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 12-CB-36 setting the 
market price of $30-$35 per ton for Prairieland Solid Waste Management.  Commissioners 
Groskreutz, Loveall, Roper, Warmka, and Young voted yes.  
 

R E S O L U T I O N 
 
WHEREAS,  the new solid waste management tax requires political subdivisions to identify by 

resolution a market price if the political subdivision: 
 

a.  Subsidizes the cost of service at a facility; or 
b. Directly bills on property tax statements for organized collection of mixed 

municipal solid waste. 
 
WHEREAS,  the political subdivision will be liable for any solid waste management tax based 

only on the market price identified through this resolution. 
 
WHEREAS,  the market price is identified in state statute as the “lowest price available in the 

area”. 
 
WHEREAS,  Faribault County has performed research to identify the lowest price available in 

the area, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the County of Faribault declares a market price of 

$30-$35 per ton for a facility, based on a tipping fee amount of $24.75 per ton at 
the Dickinson County Landfill and additional transportation costs. 

 
*  *  *  *  * 

 
Warmka/Groskreutz motion carried unanimously to direct staff to proceed with Coast to Coast 
drug card plan for the county. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
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Committee reports continued.  Groskreutz reported on Minnesota River Board, FCEDA, meeting 
with Brad Berg, tour of business and EDA, MVAC/HRA, and transit; Loveall reported on 
transit; Roper thanked Jake Anderson for his years of service to FCEDA, reported on tour of 
business and EDA, and that RC&D is suspended until March 2013. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Groskreutz/Loveall motion carried unanimously to pay bills totaling $481,199.21 as follows: 
 
 COUNTY REVENUE FUND $ 261,246.13 
 
 PUBLIC WORKS FUND 51,130.54 
  
 HUMAN SERVICES FUND 156,801.00 
 
 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTH 7.69 
  
 ISTS LOAN FUND 6,688.85 
 
 NON REVENUE DISB        5,325.00 
 
  $ 481,199.21 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
The meeting was recessed to 1:00 p.m. Drainage Authority meeting.                           
 
 
_____________________________        ______________________________________                                                               
John Roper, Chairman                             John Thompson, Auditor/Treasurer/Coordinator  


